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Motor 
charity 
slammed 


Motability, the charity which 
helps disabled people buy and 
hire cars, has come under fire 
for withholding money from 
the drivers who need it most. 
Morigue Cornwell, mobility 
officer at Banstead Mobility 
Centre in Carshalton, Surrey, 
has attacked the charity for hold- 
ing back a £10 million grant it got 
from the Government and banks 
in 1988 to help severely disabled 
drivers. The charity has invested 
the capital to protect it against in- 
flation i is using only some of 


_ the interest. 


“It is verging on the criminal 
for any charity to sit on that sort 
of money instead of maximising 
its potential,” she said. ‘“Some 


disabled motorists just do not. 


know. what they’re entitled to. 
Motability should be picking up 


e-. jand encouragingthe-ones. who« 


need a little more help. 
“People say they haven’t even 


~ got the money for an advanced 


rental. And they often do not 

know about this or how to apply 

for money for driving lessons.” 
Continued on page 3 


We make the famous 


A@irrnan 


We don’t make any 
compromises. 


You receive exemplary’ 

customer service, and a vast 

choice of outstanding cars to 
travel in your 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Freepost RG490,_Newbury, Berks. 
RG13 1BR. Tel: 0635 71502. 


wheelchair. 


Just dial 100 for 
Freephone 
Gowrings, and 
ask for your full 
colour 
information 
pack. 
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Power to the pupils: Barnhill children outside the council chamber before the decision. 


PAUL LEWIS 


Storm over school closure 


Kanan ss 


An integrated” choot hich 


has had over half a million 

pounds spent on making it ac- 

cessible is to close. 
Barnhill Secondary School in 


Hillingdon is the only integrated _ 


and accessible school in the area. 
Built on one level, it has special 
baths that can be raised and lo- 
wered and adapted toilets. 

Conservative council leader 
Andrew Boff says there are not 
enough pupils to keep the school 
open. Barnhill has 900 places, 
only 341 of which are filled. 
Councillor Boff has promised 
parents that another school will 
be made accessible. 

But headmaster Alan Silver is 
worried that there will be no- 
where else for Barnhill’s 15 dis- 
abled pupils to go. 

The motion to close the school 


. was raed in Uibeertuhee It was" 


decided by one vote in a packed 
council chamber filled with pa- 


rents and children, many of 


whom left weeping. An 8,000 
signature petition failed to sway 
the councillors. 

Margaret Grindon, whose son 
Louis, 11, was. transferred to 
Barnhill from a special school, 
was “absolutely shattered. For 
the first time ever he was just one 
of a crowd.” She accused the 
council of closing the school to 
sell the land, which has an esti- 
mated value of £7m. 

Micheline Mason of Integra- 
tion Alliance said: “I’m outraged 
they could think of closing such a 
good example of an integrated 
school. It shows what a low prior- 
ity disabled kids are.” 

The Conservatives came to 


power in Pinon pledging a 
cut in the poll tax, which has gone 
down from £366 a year to £289. 
Brian Hudson, Labour group 
leader; claimed this had been 
achieved with cuts of £30m. 
Gouncillor Boff denied this: 


. “Tt was nota financial decision. It 


was a question of how best to 
spend resources on education.” 

‘The school is scheduled to 
close in 1993. Parents pledged: 
“The fight goes on.” 


* The Hornsey Centre for Chil- 
dren Learning, which is working 
towards conductive education 
(DN December) is to stay open 
for another year thanks to two 
parents who raised £90,000 from 
businesses in north London. The 
centre expects to raise the other 


£100,000 needed. 


Barbara’s boys win Higashi cash 


The mother of two autistic 
boys who appealed in DN for 
council help to pay their 
special school fees in America 
has won her case. 

Barbara Plumptre of Folke- 
stone was turned down by Kent 
County Council in March when 
she asked for help with the 
£28,000 a year fees for the 
Higashi school in Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

In DN (Sept), she described 
the boys’ progress as “amazing” 
and revealed how parents were 
making “heavy financial sacri- 
fices” to send their children. 

Now Kent has agreed to pay 
£26,500 towards each boy’s fees 


from next April. 

Kent’s decision makes it the 
first English local education au- 
thority to pay for Higashi. Dyfed 
in Wales already pays for one 
pupil. 

Andrew Plumptre, 8, and his 


_brother Geoffrey, 5, have been at 


Higashi since last Easter. The 
school has become famous for its 
“daily life therapy”, based on 
rigorous physical exercise and a 
“positive attitude” towards life. 
Mrs. Plumptre — described 
Kent’s decision as “absolutely 
fantastic. I’m over the moon.” 
Another parent in Kent is anx- 
iously waiting the results of his 
grant appeal. Chris Jarrett, whose 


son Anthony, 6, started at Higashi 
last September, was originally 
turned down last July. So far, Mr 
Jarrett has raised the fees from 
sponsored stunts and donations. 

Mrs Plumptre appealed to 
Kent under the Children’s Act 
1990 which allows authorities to 
support schooling abroad if it is 
in the child’s best interests. The 
£26,500 it has given is equivalent 
to one year’s residential school- 
ing locally. 

Mrs Plumptre had criticised 
the National Autistic Society 
(NAS) for not doing more to help 
parents. 

The NAS felt unable to com- 


Continued on page 3 


2 NEWS 


Rights to a roof 


Disability and housing groups 
came together for the first time in 
November to campaign for inde- 
pendent living. One third of the 
200 delegates were disabled. 

Housing charity Shelter thinks 
housing associations do not cater 
for disabled people and is to join 
forces with the Access Commit- 
tee for England to campaign for 
legislation to make all new public 
and private sector buildings ac- 
cessible. 

Rachel Hurst of the British 
Council of Organisations of Dis- 
abled People praised Shelter’s 
commitment: “They are sup- 
porting us in what we are asking 
for — that all housing should be 
accessible. Now we need legisla- 
tion to back that up.” 

Conference organiser Ann 
Macfarlane was dismayed that 
only the Spinal Injuries Associa- 
tion had paid the £395 a person 
fee to go to the event. 

“RADAR has behaved appal- 
lingly given they set up a commit- 


tee in July to look at disabled peo- 
ple’s housing,” said Jenny Mor- 
ris, another organiser. 

Clare Goodridge, RADAR’s 
housing policy officer said they 
could not afford the £4,000 sub- 
sidy for ten places. The organis- 
ers had not responded when 
asked about fewer places. 


* A consultative document from 
the Environment Department 
(deadline 31 January) proposes 
extending and changing the 
Building Regulations 1985 
covering access for disabled peo- 
ple: extending access to all floors 
of new non-domestic buildings, 
to alterations or extensions of 
buildings already subject to the 
regulations, and _ self-contained 
extensions. It also proposes ex- 
tending “disability” to include 
sight and hearing impairment, 
with requirements to help these 
people. Comments to Mr M Bal- 
dock, Room P1/063, 2 Marsham 
St, London SW1P 3EB. 


Hats off to Eastender Ethel (aka Gretchen Franklin) who laun- 
ched a new Keeping Warm pack in December from Help the 
Aged/British Gas. Leaflet or audio cassette free with SAE from 
Help the Aged, St James’s Walk, London ECIR. Video on free 
loan from 071 761 3035. A new Home Energy Efficiency grants 
scheme was set up in January to help people on a low income to 
insulate their home. For information contact Energy Action 
Grants Agency, PO Box ING, Newcastle upon Tyne NE99 ING. 


Good reactions to new pocket card 


Blind people may soon be able to 
buy a pocket-sized device which 
will help them find entrances and 
exits, use rapid cash tills and 
avoid builders’ holes in pave- 
ments. 

Fifty blind people are now 
testing the new REACT card at 
Great Portland Street under- 
ground station in London, which 
has electronically-operated auto- 
matic gates. Great Portland 
Street is the nearest to the head 
office of the Royal National Insti- 
tute for the Blind, the inventors 
of the card. 


When the blind person 
approaches the gate, the card 
triggers a noise in an accompany- 
ing device fixed to the gate which 
tells the person whether it is an 
entrance or an exit. 

The REACT card, which has 
a five metre range, will be able to 
convert the visual display on 
rapid cash tills to a sequence of 
noises. It can also lengthen the 
crossing time on a pelican cros- 
sing. 

They will cost £7-£15. The 
other part, which gives out the 
noise signal, will cost £150-£300 


and the company or organisation 
who uses it — for example, Lon- 
don Transport — will have to pay 
for it. 

“The trials will last about a 
year — we then hope to market it 
more widely,” said Gill Whitney 
of the RNIB, who developed the 
device. 

London Transport and elec- 
tronics company GEC Marconi 
have already contributed part of 
the £30,000 cost of developing 
the card, and the RNIB is to ask 
the Government for more money 
to market it. 


(300 Lewisham Social Services 


CARERS OF CHILDREN WITH A DISABILITY 
NEED A BREAK FROM CARING 


CAN YOU HELP? 


By taking a child or young person with a disability into your home for short 
regular periods of care you will give them a worthwhile new experience AND 
give their carers a deserved rest. The Children’s Respite Care Team of 
Lewisham Council needs more households, including more black people to care 


foi black children, to add to their pool of respite carers. 


You will not need special training or experience but to be practical, caring and 
sensitive and to be able to respond to the needs of someone with a disability. 


We will give you support and any training Meee coy plus daily expenses of up to 
£20 for each child you care for. 


You should live in or close to the borough. You can be married, single or living 


with a partner. 


INTERESTED? 


Then call the Children’s Respite Care Team 


for more details. 


Telephone: 081-690 8211 


AIDS award 


Prime Minister John Major has 
agreed to give £42m compensa- 
tion to 1,200 people with 
haemophilia who were infected 
with the Aids virus after blood 
transfusions. 

“Part of our desire to get this 
settled is that people are dying at 
the rate of one a week,” said 
Health Secretary William Wal- 
degrave. 

The Haemophilia Society 
praised Mr Major for acting 
quickly but said the size of the 
awards was a “grave disappoint- 
ment’. 
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BUREAU OF CRCULATIONS 


CV 
IN BRIEF 


Charity offices 

Thanks to BP, national charities 
in need of more office space in 
London or a toe-hold in the 
capital can now apply for 
“plush”, wheelchair accessible, 
part-time offices in a new build- 
ing near Waterloo station. Char- 
itybase, the first subsidised, ser- 
viced accommodation for nation- 
al charities, will rent a fully fur- 
nished office (£50 a day, max- 
imum two days a week) or a 
meeting room (£35 a day) start- 
ing in June. 

Administrative services such 
as telephone or fax would be ex- 
tra. A four-month pilot project 
begins in February. 


For more information contact Char- 
itybase manager Melanie Mousley, 
The Chandlery, 50 Westminster 
Bridge Road, London SEI 7QY, tel: 
071 721 7650. 


The big jump 


The DN team is limbering 
up ... not to combat plum 
pudding, but to make the 
leap into desk top 
publishing. It is part of our 
plan to get the newspaper 
breaking even within two 


years. 

DTP involves learning 
new skills, so we ask readers 
to bear with us during the 
changeover. It will mean 
fewer pages for a couple of 
months and a February 
issue arriving later than 
usual, 


Minorities lose out 

Key elements of current com- 
munity care services are based on 
the assumption that people from 
ethnic minorities have the same 
needs as white people, says a new 
report from the King’s Fund 
Centre. 

But assessment procedures, 
individual programme plans and 
normalisation policies may be 
unsuitable for people from ethnic 
minorities who have learning dif- 
ficulties, says Double Discrimina- 
tion. 

The report concludes that they 
are poorly served by statutory au- 
thorities, and puts forward ideas 
for better practice. 


The Double Discrimination report ts 
available at £9.95 from Bailey Dis- 
tribution Ltd, Department KFP, 
Learoyd Road, Mountfield Indust- 
rial Estate, New Romney, Kent, 
TN28 8&XU. 


Special needs dentist 
The Spastics Society is paying 
for a student to train as a dentist 
for children with special needs, 
including those with cerebral 
palsy. 

Amanda Owens has just 
started a two-year postgraduate 
course, costing £10,000, at 
Leeds School of Dentistry, 
which is part of the university. 
The course includes teaching on 
modified toothbrushes, capping 
teeth and administering sedative 
drugs to people with athetoid cp 
or challenging behaviour. 
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Charity 
distress 


British charities started 1991 
under stress and one collapsed 
completely. 

The Allen Graham Trust 
trained 900 disabled and “‘dis- 
advantaged” teenagers for jobs. 
It closed in November with debts 
of £300,000. 

Sir Geoffrey Dalton, who had 
been secretary general of Men- 
cap for three years, resigned the 
same month. 

And a new survey has found 
that people are giving a third less 
to charity than they were a vear 
ago. 

On 20 November the Allen 
Graham ‘Trust asked for an 
emergency £250,000 cash injec- 
tion from the Government to 
supplement its existing grant. 
This was refused and on 21 
November the charity was put 
into voluntary liquidation. 

An Employment Department 
spokesman said the Government 
refused to give the Trust more 
support because it was insolvent 
and ‘‘a bad risk” to taxpayers’ 
money. The Department is now 
trying to find alternative places 
for the trainees. 

Sir Geoffrey’s resignation was 
due to differences in “manage- 
ment style” between him and the 
trustees, according to Mencap. 

It is understood that responsi- 
bility will now be shared more 
equally between the eight re- 
maining directors who will be 
directly accountable to the trus- 
tees. 

Mencap is now working on a 
“Five Year Plan” which chair- 
man Sir Brian Rix said was 
“realistic in terms of a very tight 
financial situation.” 

Meanwhile, a new survey of 
1,028 families by the Charities 
Aid Foundation shows that the 
typical donor is giving only £1.28 
a month to charity, compared to 
£1.97 a year ago. 


* Charity appeals which take a 
strong “rights not charity” 
approach are less successful at 
raising money than those which 
make people feel guilty, accord- 
ing to a new survey published in 
December. Charities must try to 
provoke sympathy but not patro- 
nise, it concluded. The Spastics 
Society’s “our biggest handicap 
is other people’s attitude” adver- 
tisements were praised. 


Barbara’s boys 
Continued from page 1 


-ment on the Higashi method 
until it had been “scientifically 
evaluated.” 

After a one day visit to Higashi 
in July, the NAS wrote to Kent 
supporting Mrs Plumptre’s right 
to choose. 

A team of experts are to return 
for a longer stay and will produce 
a detailed study this month. 


Some observations on the Boston 
Higashi school, £1, from the 
National Autistic Society, 276 Wil- 
lesden Lane, London NW2 SRB. 


The Boston Appeal Fund for 
Anthony’s Lexington Education 


(BAFFALE), tel: 0843 62151. 


In with the gang: Princess Diana meets children and staff at the Birmingham Institute for Conduc- 
tive Education. Later she met adults with Parkinson’s disease who also attend the Institute. 


“Essential” to find cp causes 


Calls by doctors last month for a 
system of no-fault compensation 
for medical accidents have also 
highlighted the need for research 
into the causes of cerebral palsy. 
Coincidentally, a new research 
charity has been launched. 

Faced with a rapid increase in 
lawsuits for medical accidents 
and scared doctors, the Royal 
College of Physicians has prop- 
osed a system of limited no-fault 
compensation combined with a 
procedure that ensures doctors 
remain accountable. 

Meanwhile the Government’s 
chief medical officer Sir Donald 
Acheson has highlighted the in- 
crease in lawsuits brought by pa- 
rents of children with cp. From 
50 in 1983, the number grew to 
200 in 1989. With the change in 
legal aid rules, 600 are expected 
this year. 

Financial awards made by the 
courts this year in cp cases have 
topped £1m, not including legal 
costs, he told the Royal College 
of Midwives. The average is now 
£700,000, nearly treble what it 
was seven years ago. 

Obstetricians and gynaecolog- 
ists bear almost a third of all costs 
and damages paid for the medical 
profession, he said. 


The costs to district health au- 
thorities were becoming “un- 
affordable”, and he feared that 
pregnant women could suffer if 
stressed gynaecologists gave up 
obstetrics, as they were already 
doing in the United States. 

While he favoured a change in 
the compensation system, he was 
most concerned about the mis- 
understandings surrounding the 
causes of cp which produced so 
many lawsuits. 

“As far as the scientific evi- 
dence is concerned, it is now 
clear that perhaps as few as 10 
per cent of cases of cerebral palsy 
are due to asphyxia during deliv- 
ery” and in fewer cases still could 
the attendant have altered the 
outcome. 

Sir Donald wanted resear- 
chers to direct their attention 
“not so much to damage during 
delivery but to events as yet unex- 
plained which damage the foetus 
during pregnancy.” 

Up-to-date arguments about 
causes are “essential” if the small 
number of negligence cases are 
to be identified correctly. 

The Little Foundation, laun- 
ched last month, hopes to find 
the answers. Cooperating with 
the World Federation of Neurol- 


Motor charity slammed 
Continued from page 1 


Tim Shapley, secretary of the 
Joint Committee on Mobility for 
Disabled People, which repre- 
sents 27 charities, said: “The 
money should be spent, not put 
away. I do not think it is enough 
anyway, but to use only a per cent 
of it a year is not realistic with the 
demands that exist.” 

But Sir Jeffrey Sterling, chair- 
man of the 10th Anniversary 
Trust, said: “We must make cer- 
tain we do not use up the capital 
to help supply extra support for 
members of the disabled body. It 
would be madness for any trust to 
pay out more.” 

Ken Keen, secretary of the 
trust and director of Motability, 
thought the trust would be able to 
pay out £500,000 this year from 
the interest, and £800,000 next 
year. He said there were only 
three or four people a month who 


couldn’t get the full amount they 
asked for, and that this would 
change when Motability gets its 
£1 million from the Government 
in April (DN December). “We 
are trying to reserve money for 
people who need replacement 
cars in the future,” he said. 
Claire Panton, 19, needs an 
adapted van costing £30,000 for 
her and her brother Mark, 16. 
They both have spinal muscular 
atrophy and would need a tail lift, 
clamps and special driving 
panels. “We read all through the 
leaflets and did not think we 


could apply,” she said. “The - 


terms were more for someone 
who did not need much money.” 

At Motabilitys AGM on 13 
December Gerry Acher was 
elected vice-chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee. Morigue 
Cornwell thinks he will be sensi- 
tive to customer needs. “It looks 
as if here’s light at the end of the 
tunnel.” 


ogy, this new charity will be rais- 
ing £100m over ten years to fund 
research into the causes and pre- 
vention of pre-natal brain dam- 
age which leads to cp, epilepsy, 
autism, blindness, deafness and 
mental handicap. 

Strategy will be worked out by 
a “think tank” of international 
researchers to be elected this 
month. 

Professor Paul Polani, former 
head of the paediatric research 
unit at Guy’s Hospital, London, 
says there has been too little re- 
search into the causes of brain 
damage. Given a cohesive plan 
and adequate funding he is con- 
fident researchers will be 
attracted into the field. 


Tan Damson-Shepherd, chairman, 
the Little Foundation, c/o 16 Fit- 
sroy Square, London WIP 5HQ. 


Skilball 
own goal 


Skilball, the electronic spot-the- 
ball game which organisers 
promised would raise £800 mil- 
lion for charity over three years, 
has closed less than a year after it 
started, without yet giving a pen- 
ny to charity. 

Action Research and RADAR 
were to have been among the first 
to benefit. 

Frank Flannery, who is man- 
aging director of the UK Char- 
ities Lottery, a subsidiary of Gol- 
den Grid, said that Golden Grid 
had fully met all its charitable 
obligations. 

But an officer at the Golden 
Globe Trust did not know how 
much it would be able to give: 
“We’re still waiting for money to 
filter through,” she said. 

Now UK Charities Lottery is 
launching another newsagent- 
based game next year. A quarter 
of the money raised will go to 
charity, including RADAR and 
Action Research. 

“There’s something repre- 
hensible about leading charities 
to believe that they are going to 
be beneficiaries of large amounts 
of money and questionable to ask 
individuals to stake money on the 
understanding that it is going to 
charity,” said Labour MP Brian 
Wilson. 

He has tabled parliamentary 
questions asking whether the 
Charity Commissioners, the In- 
land Revenue and the Home 
Office are satisfied with the con- 
duct of the Golden Globe Trust 
and the Golden Grid. 

“Tt may be a risk but we haven’t 
got to do anything ourselves ex- 
cept buy gaming board licenses 
in each local authority,” said 
Andrew Farquhar, deputy 
director-general of Action Re- 
search. 


SS 


WHEEL MOBILITY 
CAN MEAN 
REAL MOBILITY 


We can put you and your wheelchair into the 
front of a standard motor car or into 


one of our wide range of rear 


Now you, together with family 
and friends, can get out and 
about with 
ease. 


access 


Demonstrations without obligation. 


Second hand mobility systems 
always available. 


THE MOBILITY SPECIALISTS 


Car Chair Ltd, FreePost (BR1032), Hailsham, East Sussex BN21 1BR 
Head Office and Southern Factory, Hailsham. Tel: (0323) 440606 
Northern Factory, Halifax, W. Yorkshire 


— — — NOSTAMP REQUIRED— SEND OFF TODAY —- —- —— 


To Car Chair Ltd, Freepost BR1032, Hailsham, E. Sx. BN21 1BR 
Please send me details of your car mobility systems. 


| NAME eunatimoaaedsangarattess anes st ene ste on 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Statutory Sick Pay Bill 
The Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) 
Bill might make the Guinness 
Book of Records, as well as the 
statute book, for the speed at 
which it is travelling through Par- 
liament: it completed its second 
reading, committee stage and 
third reading in only three days. 

Employers used to get all the 
money they paid out in SSP back 
from the Government. Under 
the new Bill they will only get part 
of it back. 

Opponents argue that this will 
discourage employers from tak- 
ing on disabled people or those 
with long sick records. 

Eric Martlew (Lab) felt the Bill 
was also a threat to existing work- 
ers: “It will encourage employers 
to sack people who are sick.” 

Michael Meacher (Lab) 
claimed it would worsen the 
already poor employment 
chances of disabled people. The 
Spastics Society’s report An 
Equal Chance, had already pro- 
vided evidence of “the most bla- 


tant discrimination” by em- 
ployers. 

Nicholas Scott for the Goy- 
ernment disagreed. He said 


people with disabilities had good 
attendance records and would 


not be a costly option for em- 
ployers: “Half the people with 
disabilities in work took fewer 
than five days a year off for sick- 
ness or treatment.” 


Disability benefits 

A Bill introducing two new be- 
nefits is now working its way 
through the House. 

The Disability Allowance 
(DLA), for people disabled be- 
fore 65, merges attendance allo- 
wance (AA) and mobility allo- 
wance (MA). 

Social Security Secretary 
Tony Newton said it will over- 
come the distinction between 
people with disabilities severe 
enough to qualify for AA and MA 
and those who just failed. 

“Instead of the present cliff 
edge there will be something 
more like a series of steps, thus 
giving greater recognition to the 
fact that disability is a matter of 
degree,” he said. 

People will qualify for the new 
lower rate of the care component 
of the DLA if they need attention 
for a significant portion of the day 
or — a new assessment — are un- 
able to prepare a main meal for 


Widdecombe: DSS woman 
themselves. 

- The new lower mobility rate of 
the DLA will extend the allo- 
wance to people who need gui- 
dance when walking outside. 
This will benefit people with 
learning difficulties, those who 
are blind, or those who have a 
very limited physical capacity to 
walk. 

There will be a new common 
aualifying period of three months 
(waived for terminally ill people) 
and the condition must be likely 
to continue for nine months. 
The second new benefit is the 


Quotes of the month 


“Would Mrs Thatcher care to confirm the official figures, which show that 
in the first ten years of her reign, average male earnings rose by 20 per cent 
in real terms whereas benefits for disabled people rose by one per cent? How 


well did disabled people do out of that?” Jack Ashley (Lab) during the 


November “‘no confidence” debate. 


“Tn the past I] years, we have spent twice as much on the disabled, over \ 


and above inflaticn.” Margaret Thatcher in reply. 


Independence for the 
1990’s with Electric Mobility 


Try this for Unique 
Climbing Power and 
Traction 


The 1991 Rasca 
With TAKE APART FRAME 


P% =z 

The High Quality 

Affordable Electric 
Three Wheeler 

> Drives through standard 
doorway. 

> Automatic braking 
system. 

> Spring-mounted 
suspension. 

> Virtually maintenance 
free, 

> Sealed rear wheel 
direct drive transaxle. 

> Rechargeable from 
standard wall socket. 

> Dismantles for easy car 
stowage. 

> ere electric seat 
iff. 


The 


(CYCLE GS) CHAIR 


Make easy work for 4:4 
gradients, gravel, sand 
or rough ground with 
this rugged performer. 


{> Lights front/rear, 
directional indicators. 

{> Unique rear wheel 
differrential drive. 

> Will climb 5” kerbs. 

[> Padded 180 swivel 
seat. 

> Sealed-beam headlight 
& rear stop/tail lights. 

>» Heavy duty front drum 
brake. 

> Recharge from 
standard wall socket. 

> pene A4mph and 


BUSHLINE 
GENTLE LIFT CHAIR 


> Raise, lower and 
recline at the fouch of 
a button. 

[> Sturdy steel lift 
mechanism for safety 
and stability, 

{> Cord mounted hand 
control. 

{> Hand control may be 
easily reversed to left 
side. 

> Fabrics to complement 
any decor. 


Rascal ©  CycleChair © 


Electric Mobility Euro Ltd., Dept 


Gentle Lift Chair © 
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Sea King Road, Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2YS 
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House points 


@ Michael Jack and Ann 
Widdecombe are the new un- 
der Secretaries of State for 
social security. 


@ All major voluntary groups 
and organisations of disabled 
people came out in favour of 
anti-discrimination _ legislation 
in their evidence to the em- 
ployment select committee on 
Employment and Training for 
People with Disabilities. 


Disability Working Allowance 
(DWA). According to Mr New- 
ton, “The DWA aims for the first 
time to offer the choice for dis- 
abled people to work to the full 
extent of their capacity and to 
have their earnings topped up by 
benefit.” 

It will apply to those working 
16 or more hours a week who 
meet the qualifications for long 
term incapacity benefit or extra 
costs benefits. 

As part of the first claim, a per- 
son must certify that they have a 
disability or illness that puts them 
at a disadvantage in-getting a job. 

For subsequent claims they 
must fill in a self-assessment test. 

There will be a two year “link- 
ing period” where a claimant will 
not lose money by having to re- 
qualify for his old benefits should 
the job not work out. 

Michael Meacher criticised 
the DLA for failing to recognise 
the range of extra costs disabled 
people incur. The new lower 


BREAK- 
THROUGHS 


Sea ee eee 
CF success 


American scientists have raised 
the first hopes of treating cystic 
fibrosis (CF), which affects 6,000 
British people. 

Teams at Boston’s Genzyme 
biotechnology company and 
Michigan University have made 
the breakthrough. 

They added a normal gene to 
the abnormal cell found in people 
with cystic fibrosis, by using 
genetically engineered viruses. 
This gene corrected the cell’s 
faulty salt secretion. 

But research is still at the test 
tube stage. 

“We're delighted,” said Bar- 
bara Bentley of the Cystic Fibro- 
sis Research Trust. “It’s good 
news because it shows that re- 
seach is still going forward since 
the cystic fibrosis gene was iso- 
lated.” 

She added that estimates of a 
cure within two years were very 
optimistic. ‘“There’s a long way 
to go until the technique can be 
used on patients.” 


Top tapper 


Thousands of deaf-blind people 
may soon be able to make inter- 
national telephone calls, under- 
stand teletext and read newspap- 
ers and novels for the first time. 
A revolutionary machine, the 
“hand-tapper”, has been de- 
veloped by Dr Roger Giblin and 
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rates are set at a “derisory” £10 
per week, he added. “Who can 
get by with that degree of disabil- 
ity at only £10 per week?. The 
DWA will give some people who 
are partially capable the option of 
exchanging poverty level benefit 
for poverty level wages.” 

Sylvia Heal (Lab) said the 
DWA could be used “to take 
people off incapacity benefits 
such as invalidity benefit or se- 
vere disablement allowance and 
put them into low paid jobs.” 

Michael Meacher concluded: 
“The bill not only fails to provide 
the comprehensive disability in- 
come to which we are pledged 
but it does not event begin to 
match up to its title.” 

The bill is now in committee 
stage where an attempt to include 
an extra costs allowance in the 
DLA was narrowly defeated. 

Pauline Rona Graham 


PS: PM John Major was Minister 
for the Disabled'in 1986. 


Peter Grigson at University Col- 
lege, London. 

It is a breakthrough for the 90 
per cent of deaf/blind people 
who do not read Braille, and for 
people who do not know how to 
tap out the deaf/blind alphabet 
on someone’s palm. 

The device has a fibreglass 
hand-shaped pad fitted over 12 
rods, which is attached to a con- 
ventional keyboard. A person can 
communicate with the user by 
typing on the keyboard, which 
makes the rods vibrate according 
to the deaf/blind alphabet, so 
that the user can understand the 
conversation by putting their 
hand on top of the pad. 

The device can also be used to 
scroll pages of Teletext and talk 
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to people over the telephone, 
through a modem. 

“There’s nothing like it in this 
country,” said Shamus Reddin, 
consultant to the National Deaf/ 
Blind League, which has funded 
the research. “Current com- 
munication devices rely on 
Braille so this opens up the 
world of telecommunications to 
thousands more people.” 

He is “reasonably optimistic” 
that the £200,000 needed to start 
limited production would be 
found, and that hand-tappers 
could be manufactured within a 
year. He hopes they will cost 
£250 to £1000 each — between 
the price of a Minicom and a 
personal computer. 


“Tt will be many years before its 
long term impact can be properly 
assessed. This report considers 
what it did achieve, the new 
projects started, new 
opportunities, new links between 
people and new attitudes.” 

So said the International Year 
of Disabled People committee in 
1982, looking back at 1981. 

It is now ten years on. What 
has been achieved by disabled 
people since then? 

The activities of the 
International Year focussed on 
12 working groups and 
numerous local groups. 

The working groups had 
different ideas on our needs. The 
one on attitudes, for example, 
could conclude unblushingly that 
“disabled people themselves can 
antagonise others with their 
demands and isolation.” A 
decade later it is probable that 
even the most traditional people 
in the disability field would think 
twice before putting that sort of 
commentin print. So “‘attitudes” 
must have moved a bit. 

The whole “‘attitudes”’ 
emphasis in [YDP intrigues me. I 
began to nurture a suspicion that 
changing attitudes was a dodge to 
avoid talking about gritty issues, 
such as who has power in 
disability organisations and why. 

“Changing attitudes” can be 
used to divert attention from 
practical issues too. It’s cheaper 
to change an attitude than to 
build a lift; easier to change an 
attitude than learn British Sign 
Language. 

This approach has remained a 
favourite with tae Government — 
they prefer it to anti- 
discrimination legislation and are 
proposing it instead of rights in 
employment. 

Over the last ten years disabled 
people have become stronger at 
putting the counter-arguments 
with increasing confidence, 
using the language of rights. 

Undoubtedly international 
links which are still growing have 
helped us develop this 
confidence. Learning about the 
direct action taken in the USA, 
discovering that disabled people 
in Europe were fighting the same 
battles, making links with new 
disability groups in the 
developing world, all added to 
our knowledge and our power. 

Starting before the 
International Year, there was a 
groundswell of initiative by 
disabled people which, by 1981, 
became centred around 
independent living. 
(Interestingly, lYDP hada 
working group on residential 
care, but not one on independent 
living.) 

In London disabled people 
were lobbying to set up Dial-a- 
Ride; in Hampshire a group of 
Cheshire homes residents were 
plotting their escape into the 
community. From all across the 
country a group of disabled 
activists came to discuss setting 
up a national body to coordinate 
groups run by disabled people. 


The International Year 


of Disabled People 


All these activities have 
developed over the years. 

For me, the high spot and still 
the biggest achievement of 1981 
was the formation of the British 
Council of Organisations of 
Disabled People. 

‘The BCODP, an achievement 
entirely by disabled people, 
attracted criticism from the start, 
being characterised as 
demanding, elitist, isolationist, 
unrepresentative and Marxist by 
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various commentators from 
organisations “for” disabled 
people. 

Yet ten years on, BCODP has 
had a profound influence on 
many of those bodies which 
originally saw it as upstart or 
unnecessary, and has become a 
major contributor to everyday 
policy and practice on disability. 

The International Year was 
originally conceived as a year 
“for the disabled.” The change 
to “year of disabled people” 
ushered ina whole series of 
debates on terminology. 

There were a lot of “the 
disabled are people” and “people 


“For me, the high spot, 
and still the biggest 
achievement of 1981 was 
the formation of BCODP”’ 


first, disabled after” slogans. 
The message finally got through 
to our Minister, who this year 
retitled himself Minister for 
Disabled People. 

Throughout the past decade a 
debate has gone on, to some an 
interminable discussion on 
terminology, to others a vital 
exploration of why and how we 
are disabled. 

The emergence of the “social” 
model of disability has led to a 
re-appraisal in many quarters of 
what disability means. In some 
ways this has replaced the simple 
slogans of ten years ago with a 
more complex understanding. 

The other debate growing 
throughout the decade has been 
on the nature of political and 
social change. 

Some groups have pursued the 
parliamentary road, supporting 
the 1986 Disabled Persons Act 


and the unsuccessful attempt by 
Bob Wareing to introduce anti- 
discrimination legislation. 
Others have favoured high 
profile action, such as the Rights 
Not Charity march of July ’88 or 
the recent campaign for 
Accessible Transport. 

The Disabled Persons Act, if 
fully implemented, would meet 
many needs, but would not 
necessarily make individual 
disabled people feel more in 
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control of their own lives. 

Taking part in direct action 
gives people an opportunity to 
confront issues head-on. Itis not 
anew tactic, but it does seem to 
have gained new currency over 
the past three or four years. 

The new willingness to sit 
down and be counted may not be 
unconnected with another highly 
significant development over the 
last few years: the growth of the 
disability arts scene. 

Giving ourselves an alternative 
culture has helped to develop a 
sense of “belonging” in the 
movement. Going ona demois a 
lot more inspiring if you can sing 
along to “Choices and Rights” 
with several hundred others. Asa 
culture it is in its infancy, and is 
not to everyone’s taste, but it does 
give us a graphic slant on current 
debates. 

Despite the increasing 
strength of the disability 
movement, many of the problems 
that existed ten years ago remain. 
We do not have accessible public 
transport. We face discrimination 
in employment. Too many 
people are still unwillingly stuck 
in residential care. Benefits are 
inadequate to cover the costs of 
disability. Useful technology is 
denied to those who need it on 
grounds of cost. 

Despite advances in general 
public awareness, the message 
on disability put out by the 
mainstream media and by 
traditional disability charities 
remains woefully inappropriate. 

Perhaps, most disappointingly, 
the “big idea” in disability in the 
1980s, care in the community, 
seems to be turning into an 
elaborate joke. Ever glossier 
marketing packs from the 
Department of Health are 
matched by ever more cynical 
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What's been achieved? What remains to be done? Frances Hasler gives her view 


responses from the disability 
world as our hopes of real 
consultation, real independence, 
real choice are crushed by the 
depressing, familiar response of 
statutory authorities that they 
simply haven’t got the money. 

So, over the next ten years, 
where might we be going? 

One certain effect of the last 
ten years was to put the question 
of who controls disability 
organisations firmly on the 
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agenda. 

1990 saw my own 
organisation, GLAD, make the 
change from an organisation 
“for” disabled people to one “of” 
disabled people. 

It is not simply a question of 
changing the headed paper, but 
of setting out to ensure that in all 
aspects of the Association’s work, 
disabled people are firmly, 
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clearly, in control. To make this a 
reality in an organisation as large 
and as long established as ours 
takes time and hard work, but we 
believe we are making progress. 

Over the next few years other 
major organisations “for” 
disabled people will be 
discussing similar changes. 

This poses a number of 
questions. How can we ensure 
the change actually does shift 
power to those people the 
organisation represents? Will 
disabled committee members be 
accountable to a disabled 
electorate? Will the senior staff 
still be non-disabled? What will 
happen to existing organisations 
“of” when older organisations 
“for” change their ways? 

My guess is that the end of the 
century may see fewer national 
disability organisations than at 
present, that mergers of one kind 
or another will take place. 

The other difference I look 
forward to isa greater diversity. 
There may be fewer national 
groups, but I expect more local or 
regional ones. 

The growth of People First, 
speaking directly for people with 
learning disabilities, the 
emergence of the Asian People 
with Disabilities Alliance and 
other black and ethnic groups 
have introduced a much needed 
breadth into the movement. 

Perhaps it is these voices we 
will hear most strongly in the 


90s. 


Frances Hasler is director of the 
Greater London Association of 


Disabled People (GLAD). 


THE NEATER EATER 


ENABLES PEOPLE 
WITH TREMOR, 
ATAXIA OR 
ATHETOID 
MOVEMENT TO 
FEED THEMSELVES 


@ The Neater Eater is not a powered machine. The user controls the spoon and a 
damping device on the arm filters out any jerky movements enabling the spoon to 
be moved smoothly from plate to mouth. Thus the user can eat under their own 


control and at their own pace. 


@ The Neater Eater has been used by people suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, 
Cerebral Palsy, Parkinson's Disease, head injuries and other neurological conditions 


that cause tremor. 


@ Trials with a range of people suffering from these conditions have shown that 
people previously unable to feed themselves are able to do so with the Neater Eater. 


For a FREE TRIAL and/or more information about the Neater Eater, please fill in this form and send 
to Michaelis Engineering, 68 Argyle Road, Southampton S02 0BQ, England (Tel: 0703 639771) 


Name 


Address 


_ Telephone 


Disability of user(s) 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


RNID advertisement 
lam writing in response to 
Pauline Eyre’s letter (DN 
December) regarding our 
television advertisement. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Deaf has for many years 
conducted research and 
development into environmental 
aids to assist deaf people in 
participating fully in society. 

It also provides a range of 
other services including sign 
language interpretation. 

lam afraid I find myself at 
somewhat of a loss in 
understanding Pauline Eyre’s 
point. 

The advertisement is quite a 
simple one and it points to the 
fact that without some simple 
forms of communication 
assistance, deaf people are 
placed ina disadvantaged 
position. 

Italso explains that the RNID 
provides these services, most 
recently through its wholly 
owned subsidiary, Sound 
Advantage PLC, which sells high 
quality environmental aids to 
deaf people in local authorities. 

Providing this direct form of 
assistance enables deaf people to 
exercise their rights to full 
citizenship. It is one of anumber 
of initiatives which the institute is 
involved in and of which it can be 
rightly proud. 

In order to continue to provide 
these services, the RNID in 
addition to fee income requires 
substantial amounts of voluntary 
income, hence the reminder that 
to continue to provide services of 
this nature it requires money. 
Stuart Etherington 
Director of Public Affairs, RNID 


The G#FT Of Mobility 


Keeping Tom Nice 

I have to disagree with Chris 
Davies’ assessment of the acting 
in Keeping Tom Nice (DN 
September). 

Although I was convinced that 
Tom was played by an actor who 
had a severe physical disability 
and found his sister convincingly 
confused about her sexuality and 
her relationship with her brother, 
the performances of the actors 
portraying his parents and social 
worker were grotesque in the 
first half and they only seemed to 
become comfortable in their 
roles towards the end. 

Perhaps the embarrassment 
factor would have been lower if 
the actors had been able to meeet 
the demands of such a powerful 
storyline, rather than thinking 
they were in an episode of Tales of 
the Unexpected or The Outer 
Limits. 

Itis difficult to judge whether 
the play should have been written 
when the production was so bad 
that it makes it hard to know 
whether the play could be 
capable of engendering empathy 
rather than sympathy. 

It was certainly a great 
disappointment, particularly 
after all the hype, which seems to 
suggest that the BBC thought 
they had really done a good job 
and that they do have a lot to 
learn. 

Liz Panton 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 


It pays to fight 

I am writing to follow up a letter 
you printed in August 1988. 
concerning difficulties I 
experienced with the Maclaren 
Major Buggy. 


is yours with the unique all new Sungift 400, the first truly transportable 4 wheel 
8mph dual purpose mobility vehicle. 


= For use on roads 
and pavements—no 
licence required 


= Extremely 
powerful for 
unmatched hill and 
kerb climbing 


= 4 wheels and 
suspension for 
maximum stability and 
safety 


= Over 25 miles 
range between charges 


= Folds quickly and 
easily for transporta- 
tion 


= Superb build quality 
backed up by our 


Two Year Warranty 


pic Quality Comes First 


To receive your FREE 6 page colour brochure telephone 


0234 841334 


or return the coupon to 


Name 

Tel No Sungift PLC 

Address Freepost, 
Kempston, 

Post Code Beds. MK42 7YF 


I was inundated with letters 
from both professionals and 
parents who shared my point of 
view, and when | had collated all 
the correspondence I contacted 
Hestair Mclaren, Lord 
Holderness, head of the 
Disablement Services Authority 
and Alf Morris MP. 

Earlier this year a letter from 
Hestair Maclaren told me: “the 
alterations you recommended to 
the Major buggy together with 
some from the USA have now 
gone into our design 
programme.” But ’mstill 
waiting for more concrete news. 

Meanwhile, I have been 


. fortunate in obtaining an Alvema 


Arts shut-out 


Further to your front page story 
Ministers denounce arts shut-out 
(DN October), legislation will 
take a long time, but a more 
immediate way of getting access 
for those with disabilities could 
be achieved by advising and 
helping managements of theatres 
and concert halls to make 
arrangements which will secure a 
fire officer’s consent. 

One theatre manager, Vivian 
Ellacott of the Kenneth More 
Theatre in Ilford, has arranged a 
system which allows disabled 
people, wheelchair users 
included, to turn up on the night, 
whether accompanied or not, and 


Family outing for Adam Crichton in his Alvema Series 10 


Series 10 for Adam andl am 
much happier with this than with 
the Major. 

The disused Major was never 
removed from our home. It 
makes you wonder what social 
services do with second-hand 
equipment -— I’ve never seen any. 

Adam has agenesis of the 
corpus callosum which makes 
him globally delayed and there is 
also epilepsy. I run a support 
group for parents called 
CORPAL, and can be contacted 
at the address below. 

Meanwhile, thank you for your 
help in publicising the campaign, 
Alf Morris for his invaluable 
assistance and above all the many 
people who wrote to me with 
their own experiences. 

Diane Crichton 
7 Bromley Avenue, 
Flixton, Manchester M31 3HZ 


Foiled again 
Congratulations to Regents 
College, London, for building a 
concrete ramp alongside the 
concrete stairs — now disabled 
people can get entry on equal 
terms with everybody else and... 
hold on, what’s that at the end of 
the ramp? It looks suspiciously 
like a large step, too high for most 
wheelchairs to get over. 


The roaring twenties 
You can’t keep a good idea down. 
London Disability News has 
pointed out the similarity 
between the Government’s new 
“good practice” scheme for 
disability- friendly employers 
(DN, November) and the 
National Scheme for Disabled 
Men, circa 1920. 

The 1920 scheme, like the 
1990 one, hada snazzy logo for 


not undermine the fire 
regulations. 

When a disabled patron 
arrives without a “helper” he 
sees to it that a member of staffis 
responsible for that patron, 
including emergency evacuation 
if needed. Also, when new seats 
were being installed, he ensured 
that some near the front of the 
auditorium could be unscrewed 
so that a wheelchair could fill the 
space, with a “helper” sitting 
alongside. Disabled people can 
come on spec or, if pre-booked, 
sit with a party of friends. 

There is help available to do 
this. Local arts centres, theatres 
or concert halls should get in 
touch with the administrator of 
ADAPT (tel: 071 373 8121). 
The Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust has set up the ADAPT 
Fund which makes grants of up 
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good employers to display. Does 
this signal a revival of 1920s 
disability practice? Is it time to 
put your name down for the 
breadline and the hearing 
trumpet? Don’tall rush at once. 


Porter-able 

Once inside the Great Western 
Royal Hotel at Paddington, 
London, all is accessible, with 
lifts and good adapted loos. But 
how do you get in? The Spastics 
Society solved the problem for its 
recent educational conference by 
building a ramp, cost £350. 
Within minutes it was being used 
—byamum witha pushchair. But 
the porter still didn’t think a 


to 50 per cent (maximum 
£25,000) for adaptations that 
make a building accessible to 
people with disabilities. 
Priscilla Meredith 

British Actors’ Equity 
Association 

London W1 


“Forced by circumstance” 
lam afraid I cannot afford the 
subscription to Disability Now 
which, although cheap by today’s 
standards, is still another nail in 
the financial coffin. What with 
poll tax and every other increase, 
expenditure exceeds income. 

My wife underwent major 
brain surgery in 1977 for the 
removal of a brain stem tumour, 
which overnight rendered her 
severely disabled with horrific 
results. 

[had to resign my well paid job 
to look after her at £10 a week —it 
is only £28 a week now for full 
time care —a “wage” no self- 
respecting person would even 
consider. Compare this with a 
social services “care” person 
operating on over £4 an hour. 

For too long the whole concept 
of a reasonable income for 
permanently disabled people and 
their wives/husbands has been 
swept under the carpet so that 
sooner or later they are driven 
into the gutter. 

The capital limit of £8,000 is a 
case in point. The interest from 
that, if you are lucky, would be 
£800 year. Our capital is above 
that figure and the interest helps 
bolster our small income. But if 
we spent that capital, where 
would we be? 

Michael Arnott 
Old Bursledon 
Southampton 


Pat on the back 

As chairman of DIAL Doncaster 
and South York representative of 
the Disabled Drivers’ Motor 
Club, I often deal with local 
Motability franchise holders, and 
I have found the service Perry’s 
of Doncaster offer to disabled 
people is exceptional. 

This is true not only in the new 
car sales department where the 
Motability sales person goes out 
of his way to help his customers 
whether it results in a sale or not, 
but also in the after sales 
department where the treatment 
by the service manager and staff 
is second to none. 

David McFadden 
DIAL Doncaster 


ramp was needed all the time: 
“We’re here to liftthem up”, he 
said. PS No luck yet with getting 
the hotel to pay for the ramp, 
though they’re still using it. 


Missing link 

How well informed are the 
campaigners against the BBC’s 
Children in Need fundraising 
programme? Activist Dr Mike 
Oliver criticised the programme 
on Same Difference (Channel 
Four), but when pressed said that 
“as a deliberate political act’’, he 
hadn’t watched it this year. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


You may pay for your DN 
subscription by VISA or 


ACCESS. Phone details to 
Gayle Mooney or Karen King 
on 071-383 4575 direct line. 
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There’s no school for Shelley 


What can parents do when their multiply-disabled child has no school to go to? Print consultant Frederick 
Linden-Wyatt told Rebecca Reynolds how he and his wife Julie are fighting for their daughter’s education. 


Our daughter Shelley, 5, has 
cerebral palsy, a mental handicap 
and autism. 

We cannot find a school for 
her, either here or abroad. She is 
very difficult to teach, because to 
teach her and correct her other 
handicaps, you have to get 
through the autism first. And we 
can’t get her into a school for 
autism because of her motor 
disabilities. 

We live near Kettering. 
Although we are happy about the 
nursery where she is at the 
moment, at Fairlawn special 
school, which is near us, we are 
concerned about where she will 
go afterwards. 

We felt conductive education 
would help her to walk, but of 
course places like the Peto 
Institute wouldn’t take Shelley 
because of her mental handicap. 

The Higashi school in Boston 
(DN September) refused her 


“We feel it would bea 
crime not to make 
use of this period of 
time in educating her 
to the fullest means 
possible” 


because of her mobility problems 
—they emphasise physical 
exercise in their teaching. 

So we can’t find a special 
school which is suitable for 
Shelley. 

In Northamptonshire there is 
a special needs review going 
through at the moment, and the 
local education authority is trying 
to get as many children into 
mainstream schools as possible. 
This has caused uproar, because 
it will mean that four special 
schools will have to close, and 
children with disabilities would 
have to be bussed from one part 
of the county to another. 

Parents are also concerned 
that this would take resources 
away from special schools. 

In Kettering, there would only 
be one school for 3-11 year olds 
who couldn’t go to a mainstream 
school, and one for 12-19 year 
olds. It’s a big concern that the 
education authority would put 
children, whatever their 
disability or learning difficulty, 
into one unit. 

Atthe moment Shelley 
couldn’t cope with the noise ina 
mainstream school and would 
have to go toa unit for children 
with behavioural problems. ° 

I’ve been talking to the local 
education authority since May 
1990, and I think they will 
respond. I want them to take a 
close look at what they’re doing, 
because once they sell off these 
schools, if the dream they have 
does not work, there is no way 
back. 

Instead, I want 10 special units 
in the county, within a 
mainstream or special school, to 
treat autism. At the moment 
there are only two trained 


teachers for 100 autistic children 
in Northants, and every month 
we hear of children being 
diagnosed. 

Special units for autistic 
children would not cost more 
than having them ina special 
school, but the results would be 
far greater. They might even be 
able to work when they left 
school and therefore would cost 
the community less in the long 
run. 

Time is of the essence for 
Shelley, because a review might 
take two years, by which time 
she’d be ready to move on from 
the nursery. 

As chairman of MIDCAS 
Northants (Mid Counties 
Autistic Society), [am also trying 
to push the local authority into 
bringing in TEACCH 
(Treatmant and Education of 
Autistic and Related 
Communication Handicapped 
Children) an American method 
of helping disabled children. 

In North Carolina they had a 
very good success rate from it in 
teaching children the basic skills 
of life, and some of the children 
are now in full-time employment. 

It looks at the needs of the 
family as well as the child. It also 
uses staff trained in different 
fields such as special education, 
psychology and social work, 
rather than one person for each 
area of treatment. 

Our local education authority 
knows about TEACCH - it paid 
for two teachers to go to America 
last year to be trained and jointly 
financed the visit here of 
Professor Gary Mesibov, one of 
its pioneers. 

It has also promised to runa 
follow-up this October, with 
teaching for 20 teachers. 

When Shelley was two anda 
half we tried intensive therapy 
with her. She went to the 
Kerland clinic in Somerset. 
Sessions consisted of breathing 
with a mask to get the oxygen 
round the body, and physical 
exercise such as walking under a 
ladder, repeating crawling 


“Just by ourselves we 
have instigated more 
cooperation between 
the school, the home 
and respite care — 
and every parent 
throughout the 
country can do this” 


actions, swaying and swinging. 
She had six 40 minute sessions a 
day, over four months. 

But we found it too 
exhausting, both mentally and 
physically, for us and for her. 
Towards the end we were being 
more cruel than kind in forcing 
this particular course at this time. 

But we are strict with Shelley. 
Ifshe is headbanging we tell her 
off or give her a gentle smack — 
and now she has mostly stopped 
doing it. The trouble is that a lot 


of people make trouble for 
themselves by spoiling their 
disabled children. We all spoil 
our children, but there’s a 
difference between spoiling and 
lack of discipline. 


OC 
Julie Linden-Wyatt at home with five-year-old Shelley 


was a special diet. The doctor 
who diagnosed Shelley 
recommended a Hunter- 
Gatherer diet which showed she 
was allergic to tea, chocolate, 
orange juice and gravy. 

Since then she has come on in 
leaps and bounds — probably 
because she’s no longer in pain, 
because the orange juice must 
have been scouring her stomach. 
She is now responding with 
affection and is demanding 
attention. 

We feel that it would be a 
crime not to make use of this 
period of time in educating her to 
the fullest means possible. 

Just by ourselves we have 
instigated more cooperation 
between the school, the home 
and respite care — and every 
parent in the country can do this. 
The home psychologist links up 
between these places. 

Shelley gets respite care every 
other week at Rushden village, 
which is like a cottage hospital. 
Obviously we love her and would 
love her to be at home with us all 
the time. 

But Shelley does have an 
eight-year-old brother, Stephen, 
who we find is neglected. We 
have to try and look at that—he 
should not be forgotten. So many 
people think very little about the 
sibling effect. 

Through our experiences with 
Shelley, we’ve learned that when 
you haye a handicapped child you 
have to fight. Nothing is given to 
you easily, not even the 
attendance allowance and the 
benefits which are yours by right. 


Parents will spend most of life 
fighting the authorities. The 
health authority will say it’s a 
social services problem; social 
services will say its an education 
problem and the education 
department will say it’s 


AT: 


everybody else’s problem bar 
mine. 

A major problem we face is 
that autism is not recognised — 
because health authority 


Powered By 


paediatricians do not know what 
to do with it once they diagnose 
it. Autism, like other special 
needs conditions, is costly to 
treat. 

It was a struggle to get Shelley 
diagnosed in the first place. 
When the child development 
officer saw her at two and a half, 
she wouldn’t say Shelley had 
autism, because she didn’t think 
the condition existed. 

If we had been told then, it 
would have been easier for Julie 
to accept why Shelley did not love 
back. 

It was only when Shelley was 
two anda half and Julie read 
something about allergies in 
autism, and realised Shelley had 
the same ones, that she began to 
suspect. 

In the end, we had to pay 
privately for a diagnosis. We 
asked our GP to be referred to an 
Oxfordshire doctor called John 
Richer. There was a 10-month 
waiting list, so we decided to pay 
privately and saw him within 5 
weeks. 

But doctors are, at long last, 
beginning to recognise autism. 
Now we are winning with the 
medical profession and we have 
got to take that out into 
education, social services and to 
the general public. 


DN welcomes comments from other 
parents of children with multiple 
disabilities and/or autism. Your 
experiences could help others. 


Midcas, Stroud Court, Longfords, 


Minchinhampton, Glos GL6 YAN, 
tel: 045 3834020. 


Pure Air 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 


THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 
PORTABLE 


lifts from floor 
to chair or bed 


AND THE MANGAR BOOSTER BUG! 


Detachable . . . 


| WOULD LIKE A FREE BROCHURE C) A FREE DEMONSTRATION C1 


y- 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Sales Dept. 


Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. 
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Passivity to 
Empowerment 

by Melissa Fenton, assisted by 
Pippa Hughes 

(RADAR, £5.50 incl p&p) 


On first inspection this seems to 
be a good attempt at solving the 
problems disabled people face 
because of their 
disempowerment (through lack 
of choice and control). 

There is little doubt that the 
situation disabled people find 
themselves in is far from ideal. 
However, is Passtvity to 
Empowerment really the solution? 

The book discusses factors 
which keep disabled people in a 
dependent role, such as 
segregation in education, and 
develops solutions based ona 
living skills course. 

By identifying barriers, 
disabled people are expected to 
come to terms with how they are 
perceived by others. Social 
isolation, for example, can be 
dealt with by making disabled 
people more assertive. 

Phrases like “barriers to 
independence’, “discrimination 
in employment”, “holographic 
model” and “heterosexist 
oppression” are scattered 
liberally, showing that the 
researchers have done their 
background reading. 

They have worked hard to 
diagnose the complaint and their 


Images of Wales, a new book 


SS 


Ron Davies £3.95 plus 60p p&p | 


from yLofa, Talybont, Aberystwyth, Dyfed, Cymru SY24 5HE. 
Exhibition at Carmarthen College of Art, Dyfed, 21 Jan-1 Feb. 


microscopic analysis reveals what 
disabled people have been 
talking about for years: 
oppression. 

But this is ignored as they 
develop their therapy. Are they 
suggesting that what is needed is 
a brand new profession of 
empowerment therapists (ETs) 
to supplement the 
multidisciplinary team? 

While they talk of the social 
model of disability (disability 
caused by social barriers), their 
solution perpetuates the old 
therapeutic doctrine which keeps 
us dependent. 

Also, though critical of 
segregated education, they still 


IF THINGS 


AREN’T 


RUNNING 


TOO 


SMOOTHLY 


- 


GIVE US 


A CALL. 


It could be a practical matter, an emotional 
problem or just a bad day. Sometimes it can 
help just to talk to someone new. Someone 


with afresh perspective. Don’t worry, we'll know 


The Cerebral Palsy Helpline is supported by BP 


assume disability is segregated 
into different impairments, like 
many charities do. 

Simply questioning things like 
the image of disabled people in 


charity advertising is not enough. 


Power is about control; you 
cannot learn to be powerful. If 
disabled people have less power 
than their non-disabled peers, 
empowerment can only be 
achieved in one way, by shifting 
the balance so that disabled 
people become more powerful 
and non-disabled people less 
powerful. 

This threat has resulted in 
large charities and rehabilitation 
professionals rethinking their 


Basa 


exactly what you're talking about. We should 
do, because most of us will have been through 
exactly the same sort of problems ourselves. 


We'll give you advice, practical information 


position. 

But the question remains. Will 
they give us power or will we have 
to take it? 

Dr Stephen Duckworth 


In Control — Help with 
Incontinence 


by Penny Mares 
(Age Concern, £4.50) 


In Control is an excellent new 
book for older people (or their 
carers) with continence 
problems. Its message is very 
positive: seek help because for 
most people incontinence can be 
cured or significantly improved. 

It covers: bladder and bowel 
incontinence; how to get help; 
self-help measures and 
“professional” treatments; and 
the products, services and 
financial assistance which you 
can call upon. 

There is also a useful chapter 
for carers in residential settings 
which challenges the acceptance 
of incontinence and encourages a 
problem solving approach. 

Case stories bring the subject 
to life and give some idea of the 
huge range of different types of 
incontinence. 

Details of the large number of 
organisations which may be able 
to help, various helplines and 
further reading suggestions are 
given. 

In Control is very clearly 
written and laid out, the language 
is simple (without being 
patronising), and technical terms 
are fully explained. 

One minor criticism was that 


THERE’S ALWAYS 


or just lend a friendly ear. Please phone the 
Cerebral Palsy Helpline free on 0800 626 216 


between Ipm and 10pm 7 days a week. 


the diagrams of the bladder and 
bowel systems were a bit 
complicated and might be very 
difficult for anyone with less than 
perfect vision to make out. 

[hope this book will be read by 
the estimated 2m incontinent 
people in Britain and that its 
sensible, easy to follow advice 
will give them both hope and 
practical help. 

Christine Norton 
Association of Continence 
Advisors 


Book news 


No Time for Jello (DN July), 
previously only available from 
America, has arrived in 
Britain. 

It tells the story of one 
family’s experience of the 
Doman-Delcato patterning 
program. £9.95 plus £1.25 
p&p. Available from the 
Mencap bookshop, 123 
Golden Lane, London EC1LY 
ORT, tel: 071 454 0454. 

The Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation awards were 
presented in November to the 
best in reading and audio 
visual materials for adults with 
learning difficulties. 

The winning author was 
Karen Beggs for Dogs and 
Roses. 

The Read Easy directory is a 
compilation of all the 
entrants. £7.50 paperback, 
£10.25 hardback. Add £1 for 
p&p. Book Trust, Book 
House, 45 East Hill, London 
SW18 2QZ. 


CEREBRAL 


PALSY HELPLINE 


0800 


626 
216 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


AN ANSWER. 
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Heart ’n’ Soul anthem: “stunning” 


MUSIC 


Last month Heart’n’ Soul, one 
of the best acts on the disability 
arts scene, launched the ‘Heart 
’n’ Soul Anthem” including the 
BBC “One in Four” theme tune. 

If you try to be a regular viewer 
of the monthly slot-hopping TV 
programme, you will already be 
familiar with the groovy snatches 
of music at the beginning and 
end of the programme. 

Heart ’n’ Soul started off asa 
“special needs” arts project and 
have developed into an 
internationally acclaimed group. 

Based at Deptford’s Albany 
Empire, the group put together 
their performances in workshops 
where everyone has a say. 

Since coming together in 1986 
they have produced four musical 
shows, and are a stunning model 
of good practice both in the way 
they work and the music they 
make. Members of the company 
have now trained as workshop 
leaders and are working with 


Seat 


other disabled people. 

On stage Heart’n’ Soul come 
across as tuneful, anarchic, 
spontaneous, fun and 
fundamentally very, very warm. 
They create an atmosphere 
which I have never seen equalled 
by any able-bodied group of 
musicians. 

Instead of the usual scenario of 
the non-disabled person strolling 
around the stage waving bits of 
coloured cloth at the the disabled 
person, there is genuine 


< 


Heart’n’ Soul with guests at the launch of their debut record at Dingwalls nightclub in London 


participation by everyone, on 
their own terms. Quite simply 
they are smashing. 

Asa closeish second toa live 
performance, invest in the 
record. There is a small 
argument of styles on one side 
when the artless vocals of singer 
Pino Frumiento clash with overly 
smooth production — but this is a 
minor gripe. 

The record was described as a 
“garage style house thumper” by 
Mark Williams, the group’s 


coordinator, while a friend of 
mine commented it had got “the 
Manchester sound”. Hmmm. I 
don’t understand these things 
but but I know I like it, 
particularly the really lovely jazz 
piano on the first side. Rush to 
get a copy now! 


“Heart ‘n’ Soul Anthem” is released 
by Fly records, catno. 12 FLEA 4, 
distributed by Total Records via 
B.M.G. 

Elspeth Morrison 


Look out for... 


The Northgate Arts Project 
has an exhibition of works by 

- people with learning difficulties 
touring Britain. It will be at the 
Queens Hall Arts Centre in 
Hexham, near Newcastle, from 
15 January to 1st February 1991. 
Tel Brian Scott, (0670) 512281. 


The Madame Tussaud’s lift is 
out of action from January 6 to 
the end of February so they 
cannot take wheelchair users or 
people who have difficulty 
walking during that time. 


Wh SAVE ££££s 


free of charge. 


7 DAY SERVICE 


MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH 


“By far the best way to buy or sell 
your vehicle” 


From a Mini Bus to a Metro, a Batricar to a Wheelchair, specially 
adapted or otherwise. Mobility Vehicle Search can help you to buy 
or sell your vehicle at the right price. 


Sell privately through us, eliminate vehicle dealer profits 
and obtain the best possible price for your vehicle. 


Wh ONCE ONLY PAYMENT 
For a single inexpensive fee we will advertise your 
vehicle nationwide until sold! Once registered your 
vehicle details are retained for 30 Days, and can be 
extended free of charge. 


Se FREE HELP AND ADVICE 

Mobility Vehicle Search is run exclusively for disabled 

people, by disabled people who are always pleased to 

offer help and advice. We can help value your vehicle, 
and assist with the wording of your advertisement to 

obtain the best results. 


FREE BUYERS SEVICE 


Call us on 081-207 0405 and tell us what you are looking 
for and we will match your requirements on our computer 


J Whether buying or selling, Mobility Vehicle Search is at 
your service 7 days a week: 
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm. Sat & Sun 1lam-4pm 


CALL US NOW: 
081 - 207 0405 


The Snow Spider, a mystical 
children’s drama, is being signed 
on 3 January at the Sherman 
Theatre in Cardiff. Tel: (0222) 
250491; 


Liz Atkin: drawings includes 
portraits of disabled people. 
Newcastle’s wheelchair- 
accessible Laing Gallery until 6 
January, tel:(091) 232 6989. 


Wheelchair users at Eric 
Clapton’s Albert Hall concerts 
next year go free, carers pay 


£18.50. Tel: 071-823 9998. 


C 


Gioya Steinke with “Ms A. Schute”, a sculpture by Despiau 


Sculpture to touch 


ART 


The Tate Gallery has anew 
service of great value that will 
enhance the pleasure of visually 
impaired and sighted people. 
Over ten sculptures are part of 
anew “touch tour’, conducted 


by the Tate’s experienced gallery 
cp § ) 


guides. 

The sculptures include works 
of great modern masters such as 
Picasso, Moore, Matisse, 
Hepworth and Renoir. They 
gave me a deep sense of 
communication and joyous 
satisfaction. 

The Tate has also produced 
an eagerly-awaited third album 
in the series Living Paintings. It 
contains ten paintings from the 


Tate’s modern collection, set out 
in low relief. 

Tracing these with my fingers 
and listening to the superb tape 
commentary on each picture gave 
me a wonderful in-depth 
understanding and inner vision 
about the artists and their work. 

There are also coloured 
postcards and typed scripts so the 
paintings can be shared witha 
sighted friend. 
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To make an appointment for a touch 
tour, contact the Tate Gallery’s 
Education Department on 071-821 
1313 ext. 204. 

The Living Paintings album is 
available on free loan from The 
Living Paintings Trust, Silchester 
House, Silchester, Nr Reading, 
Berks RG7 2LT, tel: (0734) 
700321. 

Gioya Steinke 


-(C4, 27 Nov), 


TV 


Behind the 
Headlines 
(BBC2, 7 Nov), 
Same 
Difference, 


and One in 
Four, (BBC2, 6 © 

Dec), highlighted the Campaign 
To Stop Patronage’s opposition 
to Children in Need (BBC1, 23 
Nov). But what of the actual 
event? 

When Terry Wogan and Sue 
Cook stuck to the script, 
thankfully devoid of any value 
judgements, the programme was 
fine. The only exception was 
when Terry ad libbed about 
“inspiration” at the end of 
Children of Courage. 

In showing who had received 
the money raised by last year’s 
programme, the children’s voices 
were rightly prominent. 

If, in 1991, the Children in 
Need Trust administrators make 
awards to more pan-disability 
organisations, especially those 
run by disabled people, there will 
be more incentive to see 
disability as a social issue. 

As an experiment, the south- 
east regional contribution was 
sign language interpreted. This 
ought to be extended to the 
whole programme in 1991. And 
minicoms should be installed in 
the studios to give deaf people 
access wherever they live. 

Disabled people were also 
mostly confined to being 
recipients of money. 

A personal film by Sam Harris 
was the nearest Children in 
Need came to examining issues 
important to the disability 
movement. Although a 
thoughtful articulate teenager, 
he didn’t speculate on his 
prospects of independent living 
or employment after he left 
school. But he did choose to 
explain his cerebral palsy. Both 
Sam and the BBC need to be 
much more politicised. 

Children in Need remains far 
better than Children of Courage. 
Although this section was not 
overtly about disability in the 
social sense, four of the eight 
children were still subjected to 
unnecessary intrusion and over- 
the-top medically detailed 
analysis. Even without Esther, it 
would have been hard to take. 

Unfortunately, she still typifies 
all that’s wrong with Children in 
Need because of her patronising 
and sensationalist approach, and 
brings the programme down to 
the level of Telethon. 

As part of the Children in Need 
build up, Philip Schofield 
presented Ready Teddy Go 
(BBC2, 22 Noy) and Who are 
the Children (BBC1, 22 Nov). 

He handled everything, 
including disability and some of 
the “children of courage” 
perfectly, treating everyone as an 
equal. 

See Hear!, in its own Children 
in Need Special (BBC]1, 2 Dec), 
showed how good Clive Mason is 
with children, hearing or deaf. 
Replacing Wogan with Mason, 
and Rantzen with Schofield, 
would be a vast improvement. 


Chris Davies 
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PATRICK BAGLEE 


Here’s the DN 
fun-packed 
4-page holiday 
special 1991! 


From Edinburgh pipers. . . 


SCOTTISH TOURIST BOARD 


The Great British B&B 


For Stephen Hunt it was cheap, cheerful and liberating 


Itall started last summer. A 
friend was telling me about his 
holiday: ‘““We’ve found this 
wonderful little hotel in the Lake 
district!” When he told me how 
much it cost I nearly fell out of my 
wheelchair. “But it’s fully 
accessible”, he protested. Well, 
so is my local launderette. 

Who are all these disabled 
holiday makers who can afford to 
stay in the kind of guest house 
and hotel that fill every disabled 
holiday guide? Not me for one. 

And whatis this thing called 
“accessibility”? It often seems to 
me to be an able bodied concept. 
Sure, you don’t need flights of 
steps and door ways you can’t get 
into, but what disabled person 
would go away on holiday 
without a companion, and one 
who was in some way helpful. 

Never one to resist an impulse, 
[hired a car, and before the 
month was out, with a friend at 
the wheel, was heading towards 
Scotland and the Great British 
bed and breakfast. 

Just crossing the border at 
dusk, we turn off at random and 
soon come across the pretty little 
town of Moffat where B&B signs 
sprout like estate agents boards. 

All we want is a ground floor 
room with two beds and bath. 

At the third call we negotiate. 
She has two vacant rooms with 
double beds, at £13 each. Butit’s 
getting late , no one else will 
come. She gives us a room each 
at £17 allin. And they even have 
“ensuite” facilities. Mine do 
require some acrobatics, 
reminding me of the confines of 
those Egyptian tombs I visited 
last year. 

Refreshed by a good night’s 
sleep we attack “full English 


meeting your needs 


With more than 30 years behind us, no-one can deny that 
TCS CONTRACT HIRE has experience 
Over and above that general expertise, we can develop anddeliver 
packages suited precisely to your needs. As we've done for dozens of 
community transport organisations throughout the UK 
Packages which can include: @ Low-start inflation linked contract hire; 
Sourcing and modification of any vehicle; ¢ Monthly payments fully 
inclusive of fuel, insurance, maintenance, breakdown recovery, repair 
and service; @ Mixed equity arrangements. 
For a free copy of an independent report on the invisible costs 
of fleet management — freephone TCS on 0800 289478. 


Caring for the Customer and the Community 
DAT TO SEIT ET SEE INED- kIT Eee 


TCS 


VEHICLE HIRE SPECIALISTS 


breakfast” — enough fuel to last 
me for the rest of the day. 

After a breathtaking drive 
through the highlands we roll 
gently over the sea to Skye on the 
ferry. 

Near Vig, in the North, we 
find the home of the Phelps’. Roy 
Phelps was an atomic scientist 
until he fell under the spell of 
Skye. Now the only thing nuclear 
in his life are his family, whose 


ground floor bathroom we share, 


and the ever changing family of 


nations which B&B in their home. 

Over the next three days we 
find out for ourselves what is so 
special about Skye, retiring after 
convivial evenings to our 
comfortable family sized room. 
With an evening meal provided, 
we pay £18 a dav. 

Grey clouds tumble and pour 
down the mountainsides. “The 


.. .to the silence of Skye, Stephen Hunt saw it all. 


listy isle” begins to live up to its 
name and slowly we are driven 
back towards the mainland. 
Where next? Loch Ness? Well, 
why not? 

By the time we reach its 
legendary waters it is getting late, 
the B&Bs seem full of snap- 
happy back-packers, and in the 
village there is no room even at 
the inn. 

However the landlady phones 
her daughter who arrives five 
minutes later in her car and 


convoys us back to her bungalow 
Band B. 

There we have full run of the 
house, a low level bath allows me 
my first bath of the week, and 
after some informal furniture 
rearranging we have complete 
bedroom accessibility. 
Accompanied by very “Full 
English breakfast” it all comes to 


Go for gold, or pearls 


Eric Barnes is on his fourth trip 


Three of us from Wakes Hall 
residential centre flew offin June 
with three helpers for an eight 
day holiday in Jersey. 

We were metat the airport by 
the owner of the Maison des- 
Landes hotel and taken there in 
adapted buses. 

The hotel is designed and 
equipped for disabled people and 
has very good facilities, including 
a stairlift and a heated pool. 

Shopping in St Helier passed a 
rainy day (having been to Jersey 
three times before, the rain was 
no surprise ...) 

Speaking of rain, believe it or 
not, Jersey had its usual water 
shortage. This meant we 
couldn’t take a bath in the hotel 
and had to use the shower 
instead. (As a wheelchair user 
with cp this was no laughing 
matter for my helper and I.) 

Laughs were to be had at the 
Fort Regent amusement centre 
where there are lots of things to 
see and do, including shows, 
sports and amuseum. 

In the Gold Centre, one of 
Jersey’s most popular tourist 
attractions, you can see gold 
being crafted and have your silver 


jewellery gold-plated. 

And at the Pearl Centre you 
can see real Jersey pearls being 
cultured. 

Another good place to visit is 
the strawberry and butterfly farm 
where you can buy your own fruit 
and admire the butterflies. 

We also took a trip to a pottery 
and watched pots being made 
from start to finish. 

Jersey has a good nightlife. 
Wolfs Cave is a big nightclub 
perched on the cliffs and we went 
there for a country and western 
evening. 

On another night we saw some 
very good comedians and a 
singer. 

The hotel organises all the 
trips and arranges special nights. 

One night we had a fancy dress 
party and on another there was a 
“French evening.” Our group 
bought some crepe paper and 
made a flag for the tablecloth and 
put onions and garlic in the 
centre of the table. We scooped 
the prize for the best dressed 
table which was a lottery ticket 
worth £40,000 to the winner 
(unfortunately we didn’t win the 


£40,000!) 


Barbados: white coral beaches frin 


£13, our cheapest yet. 

On towards Edinburgh, 
picnicing briefly at Blair Castle 
on the way, we arrive feeling the 
effects at last of car lag. 

We wander aimlessly around 
some sights until fate points a 
finger at “Tourist Information”. 

With our accommodation 
voucher we are directed to the 
university campus fora 5 star 
final night - custom built 
accessible bedroom and 
bathroom with nearby lively bar 
and tv room, and in the morning 
my first bowl of real porridge. 
The one star bill comes to £22. 

Heading back towards the 
drab grey fortresses of northern 
industrial England I bask in 
pleasant memories. How could I 
have so many and of such variety 
if I'd got stuck between the pages 
of those guides and not broken 
free to doas I liked? 


Shopping spree at St Helier in Jers 


Seven nights at the Maison des Landes co 
one adult (price includes breakfast, packec 
evening meal, and day trips). Children: a 
£84, ages 7-12 pay £119, over 12s pay a 
Very popular hotel, bookings filling up no: 
avoid arriving at weekends as airport extr 
Midweek British Airways flights between 
October from London Heathrow: £106 fo 
£53 for children. 


Dobwall’s Family Adventure Par 
Liskeard, Cornwall has won an E 
Tourist Board “England for Exce 
award in the Tourism for All cate 
its attention to the needs of disab 
people. Its 25 acres are wheelchai 
accessible and there are sounds, : 
textured surfaces and touchable. 
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For Caribbean dreamers 


. . .Martin Lees’ Griffiths knows it can all come true 


A butterball sun melts across a 
pale blue sky. A billion lights 
twinkle on a turquoise sea as 
slow, milky waves lick at the 
sugar white beach... 

To many, the glamorous 
shores of the Caribbean remain a 
dream. Price fears, long-haul 
flights or worries that the region 
is unsuitable for the disabled 
traveller, make many people opt 
for somewhere closer to home. 
But don’t abandon that dream so 
soon! 

The tiny island of Barbados is 
the perfect introduction for the 
first-time Caribbean visitor. A 
jaunt to “little England”’, the 
birthplace of tourism in the 


[alta with its colourful fishing boats is now much more accessible to 
vith limited mobility. Tour operator Holiday Malta, working with the 
Care Service, can give better information on hotels and apartments. 


Asymbol that counts 


Sue Dunkley reports on access developments 


Hotels, guest houses and self- 
catering cottages entitled to 
display the Tourism for All 
ACCESSIBLE symbol are 
growing fast. 

There are now 18 in England, 
15 in Wales and four in Scotland, 
plus Travelodges all over the 
country. 

The symbol, launched last July 
as part of the Tourism for All 
campaign, is backed by the 
national tourist boards and the 
British Hotels, Restaurants and 
Catering Association. It indicates 
accommodation suitable for 
disabled guests and is a reliable 
alternative to the widely misused 
wheelchair symbol. 

Properties displaying the 
symbol have been inspected and 
found to have accessible public 
rooms, a minimum of one guest 
bedroom with bathroom facilities 
suitable for a wheelchair user and 
reserved parking space for a 
disabled visitor. 

Two of the latest editions to 
the list are the Elstead Hotel in 
Bournemouth and the St 
Leonard’s Hotel near Ringwood, 
Hampshire. 

Manager of the Elstead Hotel, 
Catherine Adock, said: “We 
incorporated two specially 
designed bedrooms because we 
were keen to enable disabled 
people to holiday with their 
families in a mainstream hotel.” 


Several self-catering agencies 
are upgrading their service to 
disabled holidaymakers. 

Country Holidays, for 
example, tell readers of their 
brochure: ““We appreciate that 
disabled customers have special 
needs and so we have taken care 
to ensure that our selection of 
holiday accommodation includes 
special units to meet these needs. 


Simply phone us on 0282 
445340 9am-5pm Monday to 
Friday and tell us your 
requirements.” One of their 
farmhouses has won the 
ACCESSIBLE symbol. 

The Holiday Care Service, 
which offers free holiday 
information to people with 
special needs, is coordinating the 
Tourism for All campaign. 


Sue Dunkley is Tourism for All co- 
ordinator at the Holiday Care 
Service, 2 Old Bank Chambers, 
Station Road, Horley, Surrey RH6 
GHW, tel: 0293 774535. There’s 
now a minicom system for deaf 
people, tel: 0293 776943. Send for 
the ACCESSIBLE list. 


Caribbean, will take eight hours 
from Gatwick direct, or you can 
go via Miami with some tour 
operators. 

Getting off the plane (a 
terrifying experience —I nearly 
fell down the ariport steps) at 
Grantley Adams airport, you 
discover a haven for the laid- 
back. Slow and simple, yet 
sophisticated in so many ways, 
the visitor will be thrilled and 
enchanted by this magic island. 

Disadvantages for the disabled 
traveller are narrow whale-back 
roads with ten feet deep potholes 
and nine inch wide pavements 
that crumble beneath your feet. 

But that is where the 
nightmare ends. Brave the same 
roads in a car, ora rickety, open 
top mini-moke, and you may end 
up wanting to stay forever. 

Exploring such a small island 
(21 miles by 14 miles), is a joy, 
and there is so much to see and 
do. You could visit Bridgetown 
with its bustling marketplace, or 
wonder at the famous Flower 
Forest with its dazzling blooms 
and lush tropical greenery; 
marvel as stately plantation 
houses emerge from nowhere as 
you wind through narrow 
country lanes, flanked by fields of 
sun-ripened sugar cane; buy 
cooked corn on the cob from the 
roadside or drink fiery rum ina 
village “grog” shack with the 
locals and hear them cackle as 
you clutch your throat, all colour 
draining from your face. 

If money will stretch, why not 
enjoy a helicopter tour of the 
island £30-£45, or take a dinner 
cruise on the Jolly Roger pirate 
ship, and watch others walk the 
plank. 

There were no problems with 
wheelchair access but people 
with non-folding wheelchairs 
should note that they will have a 
darn sight more difficulty with all 
transport or trips, especially in 
the tiny mini-mokes. 

And now for something 
completely different. Do you 
enjoy good food, good friends 
plus a wealth of exciting 
entertainment? Do you fancy 
experiencing more than one 
island? If the answer to both of 
these is yes then cruising is the 
choice for you. 

A typical Caribbean cruise 
takes in at least three to four 
islands, setting aside two to three 
“free” days for relaxing and 
tanning. 

On board, you can try your 
luck in the ship’s casino. A good 
tip here for wheelchair gamblers 
is to always adopt the “brakes- 
on” position when at the 
blackjack table. It takes but one 
decent roll of the ship to send you 
zipping away from a winning 
hand and into the nearest open 
lift shaft. (The same rule can be 
applied to dining, drinking and 
dating.) 

The advantage of cruising for 
the less mobile globetrotter is 
having everything within easy 
access. Lifts service most areas 
on ship and if you do encounter 
steps or obstacles there is always 
somebody at hand to assist. 

Duty free shopping, great 


dining, 24 hour room service for 
style shows, hi-money bingo, a 
jaunt to the disco — the list is 
endless. You are a captive 
audience and the ship’s staff 
really go out of their way to keep 
you entertained. 

Take care when selecting your 
cabin class, avoiding bunk beds 
and opting for twin lower beds 
whenever possible. Check the 
width of the cabin doors before 
you go if you use a wheelchair. 

Lastly and most importantly, 


check you will be allowed to 
board the small boats (“tenders”) 
that take you out to the islands. 
Some firms are a little touchy 
about this. 

For the best in islands taste 
Jamaica, thumping like a juke- 
box but friendly and beautiful. 
Do take a Blue Mountain bus 
tour round the home of the 
famed coffee, or visit the Dunns 
River Falls. Don’t buy exotic 
parrots or “herbaceous tobacco.” 

The Cayman islands are jolly 


Martin Lees’ Griffiths with his rickety mini-moke 
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British (the first building I saw 
was a Barclay’s bank). Here you 
can visit “Hell”, sonamed 
because of its black rock 
formations, or the Turtle Farm 
(eat turtle soup back on board 
and be ostracised by fellow 
cruisers). 

Whether you cruise or stay 
put, the Caribbean and its people 
will live in your heart forever ... 
“No problem!” 


< 


Sue King of Virgin Holidays can 
advise on prices and holidays in the 
Bahamas, tel: 0293 565060 
(minicom available). Prices now (for 
one person, exluding board but 
including flight and hotel) are: 
Bahamas £509 for one week, £589 
for two; Jamaica £609 for one week, 
£769 for two; Barbados £689 for 
one week; £789 for two. Eating in 
the hotel could cost between £1 7-30 
anight. Cheapest time to go ts 
November-early December. From 
15 December-March prices creep up. 


THE 
NATIONAL 
TRUST 
WELCOMES 
DISABLED 
VISITORS 


1991 is National Trust Gardens Year. Many of the 
Trust’s gardens and landscape parks have excellent 
access for wheelchair users, and at some, accessibility 
is further improved by the provision of volunteer- 
driven buggies, battery-powered self-drive cars, or 
three-wheeler scooters. These include small hillside 
gardens like Emmetts in Kent and large landscape 
parks suchas Stowe in Buckinghamshire. 


There is no charge for the use of these, and they give 
independence and enjoyment to many people who can 
then toura Trust property beside their companions! 
Most ofthe gardens sell plants too. 


Further details are given ina free annual booklet of 
information for visitors with disabilities, sponsored by 
Barclays Bank; please send a stamped self-addressed 
adhesive label (minimum postage) to: 


Valerie Wenham, 
Dept DN, The National Trust, 
36 Queen Anne’s Gate, 
London SW1H9AS. 
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Amcare Travel Club, Amcare, 
Development Office, Field 
Drive, Balderton, Newark, 
Nottinghamshire NG24 3JR, tel: 
(0636) 610101. A new service 
providing holidays for ostomates, 
their families and friends. 
Experienced staff and extra 
equipment will be available 24 
hours a day. The first holidays 
are planned for La Manga, Spain 
in May. 

Assistance Travel Service, | 
Quarry View House, Tank Lane, 
Purfleet, Essex RM16 1TA, tel: 
(0708) 863198. Offers tailor 
made holidays worldwide for 
individuals or families with a 
disabled member. 

Carefree Holidays, 64 
Florence Road, Northampton 
NN1 4NA, tel: (0604) 34301. 
Holidays for retired and people 
with special needs in hotels and 
holiday centres. Easy access 
guaranteed. Wheelchairs free, 
but a small charge for helpers. 
Chalfont Line, 4 Medway 
Parade, Perivale, Middlesex 
UB6 8HA, tel: 081-997 3799. 
Specialised coaches and tour 
managers provided for holidays. 
1991 destinations in Europe, the 
USA and New Zealand. Charges 
geared to the level of care 
needed, from “‘base care” 
offering no special personal 
physical care, through “share 
care” where you would be ina 
small group, to “exclusive care”’, 
having your own carer. 

Charity Link Holiday 
Services, Retail Travel Ltd, PO 
Box 44, Peterborough PE1 IJF, 
tel: (0733) 555225. Set up by 
Thomas Cook, provides a 


Enjoy the holiday of a lifetime! 


mar Ysol MS 


LOS CRISTIANOS, TENERIFE 
Wheelchair accessible apartments 
and studios to rent or buy 


* Swimming pools — 


one heated with hoist 
* Restaurant and poolside bar 
* Hydrotherapy and physiotherapy 
* Gymnasium and sauna 
* Sun and fun 


Unbeatable prices on flights and 
accommodation — call me today! 
Sue Abbott — (0753) 685718 
123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury 
Staines, Middlesex TW19 5NX 


| 


telephone booking service and 
gives advice for families with a 
disabled member. 

Country Holidays, Spring Mill, 
Earby, Colne, Lancashire, BB8 
6RN, tel: (0282) 445588. 
Properties in the UK and now 
France, catering for people with 
all levels of disabilities. New 
brochure this month. 
Heathrow Airport, tel: 081- 
745 7224. Provides low-level 
telephones at Passenger Help 
Points. Travellers can call for 
specially trained staff to help with 
luggage and wheelchairs free of 
charge. There is also a new 
minicom system, based at 
terminal | arrivals information 
desk, it serves all terminals. Tel: 
081-745 5184 (7am— 11pm). 
Thomson Holidays, Greater 
London House, Hampstead 
Road, London NW1 7SD, tel: 
071-387 9321. Have adapted 
hotels and apartments in most 
major resorts and a special Client 
Welfare Department to deal with 
individual queries. 

Threshold Travel, 80 Newry 
Street, Banbridge, Co. Down, 
BT32 3HA, tel (08206) 62954. 
All hotels visited by someone in a 
wheelchair. Custom made 
holidays. Fly/drive with adapted 
car in California and Florida in 
conjunction with Virgin or sail in 
an accessible cruiser in Ireland. 


Voluntary organisations 


Bagaduish Centre, Aviemore, 
Inverness-shire PH22 1QU, tel: 
(047986) 285. Respite care 
activity holidays for 
unaccompanied disabled people. 
All activities and age ranges. 24 
hour care provided. Also caters 
for group travel. 

Calvert Trust Kielder, Kielder 
Water, Hexham, 
Norhtumberland NE48 IBS, tel: 
(0434) 250232. Outdoor and 
indoor programmes for people 
with special needs. New this 
year, three purpose-built self- 
catering chalets, one ready by 
June. 

Churchtown Farm Outdoor 
Education Centre, Lanlivery, 
Bodmin, Cornwall, tel: (0208) 
872148. Run by The Spastics 
Society. Adventure courses and 
field study for all ages. 

The Disaway Trust, 2 Charles 
Road, Merton Park, London 
SW19 3BD, tel: 081-543 3431. 
Organises holidays and provides 
helpers. Holidays in 1991: 10 
days in Crete in May, a week in 
Cheshire in July, and 10 days in 
Tenerife in September. Also 
needs volunteers. 


THE MELBURY HOTEL 


Proprietor Mrs Jean Collins 


Cranborne Road, Swanage, Dorset 


Tel: 0929 422477 (office)/ 
0929 425419 (guests) 


We specialise in holiday catering. In our 
friendly atmosphere, you may enjoy a 
break away from it all. We are accustomed 
to sympathising with guests’ medical and 
personal problems. We can arrange 
transport through the Transaid Trust, with 
its wheelchair-lift fitted ambulances. 
Prices for collecting and returning you from 
your home are available on request. 
Party Discounts. Send SAE for brochure 
and tariff. 


This delightful private hotel is within easy reach of the holiday attractions of Swanage, its 
promenade and beach, shops, theatre and steam railway. 

You can relax in our spacious lounges, with their licensed bar, satellite colour TV, gift 
shop and games, or on our pleasant patio areas. Enjoy the varied entertainment, from 
coach outings to bingo, and from sing-songs to visiting the theatre. 

Following extensive refurbishment, in 1991 many of our bedrooms will offer en suite faci- 
lities, and will have easy access on the ground floor or by one of our two new lifts. All 
rooms have hot and cold wash-basins. All doors are at least 30” wide. There is a free 


guests’ car park. 


With our considerable experience of providing care for the disabled, you can be sure we 


will do all we can to help you enjoy your stay. 


John Grooms Association for 
Disabled People, 10 
Gloucester Drive, Finsbury 
Park, London N4 2LP, tel: 081- 
802 7272. Provides holiday 
accommodation in three hotels 
and a number of self catering 
flats, bungalows and caravans. 
The new Jane Hodge Hotel in 
South Wales offers holidays with 
24 hour care. A Visitor’s Club 
offers reduced rate rooms at the 
Tara Hotel in London. 

Jubilee Sailing Trust, Test 
Road, Eastern Docks, 
Southampton SO1 1GG, tel: 


RNIB activity holidays. Contact 
Bas Bastiaan, Palm Court Hotel, 
Burlington Place, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN21 4AR, tel: 
(0323) 25811. 

Scout Holiday Homes Trust, 
Baden Powell House, Queen’s 
Gate, London SW7 5JS, tel: 
071-584 7030. Furnished 
accessible six-berth caravans and 
chalets for any family with a 
disabled member. 11 locations in 
Great Britain. 

Stackpole Trust Centre, 
Home Farm, Stackpole, 
Pembroke, Dyfed SA71 5DQ, 


“IS THIS THE Leda HoLrwbay stREeTCH WE WERE 
TALKING ARontT EARLIER , DEAR? ” 


This cartoon was inspired by holidaymaker Mike Bevan who, 
while trying to leave his hotel through a wheelchair accessible 
staff entrance, found himself promptly helped back inside by 
“well-meaning” Spanish-speaking staff. 


(0703) 631388. Organises sailing 
voyages for mixed ability crews. 
Handicapped Aid Trust, 21 
Malden Hill, Surrey KT3 4DS, 
tel: 081-336 2064. Gives grants 
and information about financing 
helpers. Minimum age 17. 

The Leonard Cheshire 
Foundation runs Park House, 
Sandringham, King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk PE35 6EH, tel: (0485) 
543000, a country house hotel. 
Offers reduced prices in the 
winter and sometimes financial 
assistance. 

The National Trust, 36 Queen 
Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 
9AS, tel: 071-222 9251. 
Publishes a free guide, 
Information for Visitors with 
Disabilities 1991. Has self-drive 
and volunteer driven vehicles at 
many properties. Also runs an 
adventure centre in South Wales 
and adapted holiday cottages for 
rent. 

PHAB, 12-14 London Road, 
Croydon CRO 2TA, tel: 081-667 
9443. Organises holidays in 
Britain and overseas. Send £1.00 
for 1991 brochure. 

Project Phoenix Trust, 68 
Rochfords, Coffee Hall, Milton 
Keynes MK6 5D], tel: (0908) 
678038. Two mixed physical 
ability study tours in 1991: 7 days 
in Vienna in August and 7 days in 
Florence in December. 

Red Cross House, Mackintosh 
Road, Raigmore, Inverness IV2 
3716, tel: (0463) 234939, offers 
leisure and adventure holidays 
from March to November for 
people with a wide range of 
disabilities. 


tel: (0646) 661425, a self- 
catering holiday centre in 
Pembrokeshire for people with a 
mental or physical disability. 
Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20-32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 
2594. Holidays for disabled and 
severely disabled people. 
Centres in Surrey, Essex, 
Nottingham, Southport and now 
Nettley Waterside House in 
Southampton developed with 
Refresh. Also special interest 
fortnights and overseas trips for 
small groups. Helpers provided, 
but more volunteers welcome. 


Mar y Sol, Tenerife. UK agents 
Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill 
Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5NX, tel: (0753) 
685718, and Lynne Diane 
James, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port, South Wirral 
L66 1JW, tel: 051-339 5316. 
Purpose-built, totally 
wheelchair-accessible, with 
swimming pools, sports and 
health facilities. Apartments for 
rent or ownership. 


HIGHLAND HOLIDAYS -— RED CROSS 
HOUSE, INVERNESS, offers Respite Care 
and Activity Holidays from March to Novem- 
ber to adults with disabilities — from 16 years 
of age. A 24 hour Care Facility is provided by 
skilled Care Staff and Volunteers. Accom- 
modation is single hotel standard bedrooms. 


Whether your requirements are for outdoor 
adventure or something a little quieter, why 
not contact us for details of what we have to 
offer? For further information and Holiday 
Brochure, please contact the Principal, 
Red Cross House, Mackintosh Road, Inver- 
ness IV2 3TX or telephone (0463) 234939. 


Insurance 


MJ Fish & Co, 3 Riversway 
Business Village, Navigation 
Way, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston 
PR2 2YP, tel: (0772) 724442. 
Campbell Irvine Ltd, PO Box 
53, Reigate, Surrey RH2 7YG, 
tel: (07372) 23687 provide a 
personal travel insurance for 
physically disabled people. 
Travelmarrs, A M Marrs (PG) 
Ltd, Altay House, 869 High 
Road, North Finchley, London 
N12 8QA, tel: 081-446 9620 
have a Handicare scheme for 
physically or mentally disabled 
people. 

For more information check 
RADAR’s Overseas Holiday 


Guide, see below. 


Guides and information 


AA Travel, Information 
Services Dept, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke RG21 2EA, tel: 
(0256) 20123. Produce a guide 
for disabled travellers. £3 for 
members or £3.50 to non- 
members, from AA shops or 
above address. 

Age Concern England, Dept 
LS5, Astral House, 1268 
London Road, London SW16 
4ER, tel: 081-679 8000. Two 
books: Life in the Sun, a Guide to 
Long-Stay Holidays and Living 
Abroad in Retirement and Out and 
About —a travel and transport guide 
for this country. Both £6.95 from 
W H Smith, good bookshops or 
the above address. 

Holiday Care Service, 2 Old 
Bank Chambers, Station Road, 
Horley, Surrey RH6 9HW,, tel: 
(0293) 774535. Offers advice 
and has 240 information sheets 
on many destinations and types 
of accommodation. They have 
just installed a minicom for deaf 
people, tel: (0293) 776943. Also 
runs Holiday Helpers which 
matches up disabled holiday 
makers with helpers, tel: (0293) 
TESST 

GLAD, 336 Brixton Road, 
London SW9 7AA, tel: 071-274 
0107, has a free leaflet on holiday 
organisations and their services. 
International Disabled 
Travellers Club, 28b Leys 
Avenue, Letchworth, Herts SG6 
3EW, tel: (0462) 676100. 
Publishes The Traveller which 
carries holiday ideas and offers 
discounts on tickets and ferry 
bookings. A Disabled Travellers 
Directory, £4.95, is available from 
the Club. 

RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, 
London WIN 8AB, tel: 071-637 
5400. Publishes Holidays in the 
British Isles 1990—A Guide for 
Disabled People (£3 from W H 
Smith and Sherratt and Hughes, 
£4.50 trom RADAR). Also the 
1990/1 Holidays and Travel 
Abroad is still available (£2 from 
W H Smith and Sherratt and 
Hughes, £3.05 from RADAR). 


Winged 
Fellowship 


HOLIDAYS AND 
RESPITE CARE FOR 
DISABLED PEOPLE 


Angel House 

20-32 Pentonville Road 
London N1 9XD 
Telephone 071-833 2594 
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Take your home with you 


David Griffiths, motoring correspondent and intrepid camper, explains the options for’91 


On the face of it, camping may 
not seem particularly suited to 
people with disabilities. But 
approached in the right way it is 
not only rewarding and enjoyable 
but a wonderful way of 
overcoming many difficulties 
associated with holidays and 
access. 

Really basic camping is for the 
enthusiast. Cheap it may be, but 
relaxing for someone of limited 
physical strength or ability it 
certainly isn’t. 

So, unless you are really fit, or 
have someone able and willing to 
cope with the outdoor rigours — 
rain, gales and flapping, soggy 
canvas — leave well alone and opt 
for the softer form of outdoor 
life. 

The only thing remotely 
manageable is the excellent 
Caranex, designed to fit any 
hatchback or estate car and up in 
minutes, with just three poles. 
Total weight 11 11bs, £200 (incl 
p&p). 

As many will vouch, if you have 
a disability, no matter the 
wonders of the Algarve, Costa 
del Packet or Fantasia World, 
two steps up to the hotel doors 
and a 22in loo door and suddenly 
you wish you were back home. 
Careful campers don’t have 


TT 


No more step-ups if you use 
the Brooks’ Portalift. 


those problems. An adapted 
motorhome, caravan or trailer 
tent and, like the proverbial snail, 
your home goes with you. 

Britain now has many good 
camp sites with excellent 
facilities for disabled people, 
including toilets and showers. 
Some, like Craigstoun, St 
Andrews and Newton Mill in 
Bath would put many top class 
hotels to shame. 

By checking carefully 
beforehand, the determined 
camper can explore the length 
and breadth of our island fora 
fraction of the cost of a package 
tour to some exotic, inaccessible 
beach. 

It doesn’t stop there either. 
France offers a wide choice, 
often in surprising locations. The 
Ardeche Gorge, for example, has 
superb sites with excellent 
facilities in some of the most 
breathtaking scenery of Europe, 
while Germany, Holland, 
Sweden and Finland can offer 
similar opportunities. 

Camping for the Disabled has 
alist of over 200 sites with special 


Long-wheelbase Transit automatic with Interbility lift converted by Continental Motor Caravans 


facilities in Britain and is 
updating information on sites in 
France and Germany. 

If you have never camped, it 
might be wise to opt for a site 
with indoor accommodation 
which you could use if the 
weather turns nasty or you find 
you cannot cope. 

The Pines at Bishops Castle, 
Shropshire, will be greeting the 
1991 season with much 
improved facilities, including 
kitchen, toilet, shower and 
dormitory accommodation, as 
well as well-kept, smooth, 
grassed camping areas set in 
some of the best countryside that 
Britain has to offer. 


Caravan conversions 


So what is the choice in 
hardware? Good equipment is 
expensive, but in the long term it 
can prove to be superb value for 
money. 

Gordon Lamb of Nottingham 
has recently completed a special 
conversion for a wheelchair user 
based on a double-axle 
Munsterland caravan, whilst C I 
Caravans have several 
conversions available for 
wheelchair users based on their 
excellent Sprite range. 

KIP Caravans, renowned for 
conversions for wheelchair 
customers on the Continent, are 
now available here if ordered 
from the Caravan and Camping 
Centre Telford, Shropshire. 

Access for wheelchair users is 
normally by ramp, but Brooks 
Stairlifts makes a neat little 
powered step lift (£985) for those 
who can stand. 

The advantage of a caravan is 
the comparatively low running 


costs because you have normal 
fuel consumption. Also, you can 
set up “home” in some 
dreamland beauty spot and then 
disappear to explore, returning to 
your pitch, bed, loo and comfort 
each evening. 

The disadvantage is that 


“If you have a disability, 
no matter the wonders of 
the Costa del Packet or 
Fantasia World, two steps 
up to the hotel doors and 
a22in loo door and 
suddenly you wish you 
were back home again” 


unless you are pretty fit, hitching 
the ’van up will be very hard work 
if not impossible without able 
bodied help. 

Folding caravans and trailer 
tents can be even more of a tussle 
although, being lighter to tow, 
they can be handled safely bya 
small family saloon without 
strain. Again, individual 
companies will often modify their 
products on request. 


Your own motorhome 

The motorcaravan or 
motorhome offers the best of all 
worlds. Completely self- 
contained if built to your own 
specification, it can provide 
hitherto undreamed of 
independence for wheelchair 
users and ambulant disabled 
people alike. 

If properly converted, both 
vehicle and adaptations are VAT 
and car tax exempt. 

Some companies, like 


Tel: Bodmin (0208) 850277 & 850617 


PENROSE BURDEN —- NORTH CORNWALL 
SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGES DESIGNED FOR 
WHEELCHAIR USERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 


Eight traditional stone cottages (sleeping 2-6) recently converted with wheelchair 
users in mind. Each has private garden with parking on tarmac. Level access 
throughout. Wood-burning stoves (free logs) and free night-stores. Linen provided. 
Dogs accepted. Colour TVs. Home made meals on arrival and each evening. 
Superb rural area with outstanding views from low level windows. Beingin _ 
wheelchair myself all aspects have been carefully considered —we aim to provide a 
really RELAXED HOLIDAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. Easy distance from 
best beaches. One mile private fishing with wheelchair platforms. Open all year. 
Car essential. Early enquiry advised—many return bookings. 1991 rates from 
£115-£365 (VAT included). Large colour brochure (33p stamp appreciated) from: 
R. & N. Hall, Penrose Burden, St. Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. 


Bromley Motor Caravans, are 
able to modify a wide range of 
standard motor caravans to suit 
individual needs. 

Their latest offering, based on 
the Highwayman Eclipse with 
Talbot Express running gear, is 
particularly attractive for 
disabled passengers. They also 
have the advantage of looking 
identical to their non-modified 
counterparts. But at £14,347 for 
a 2-berth model without extras, 
ramp or VAT, they are 
expensive. 

Ifyou intend to drive froma 
wheelchair, modified vehicles 
are rarely practicable. The 
answer lies in custom building. 

Leisure Vehicles Conversions 
of Chesterfield specialises in 
such things for disabled people, 
offering conversions on most 
popular chassis. Unfortunately, 
few have automatic transmission 
options which limits choice for 
some people. 

Ihave always felt that if 
something is specially made with 


disability in mind, it usually ends 
up looking just like that. But Alf 
Shortland of Continental Motor 
Caravans proves me wrong. 

Using units from the excellent 
Reimo range and modifying 
them to suit, the results combine 
professional quality “just like 
everyone else expects to have” 
with a personal understanding of 
what disability is all about. 

The end product offers total 
independence at an affordable 
price. The range of options is 
unbelievable. 

Reimo’s catalogue costs £5. If 
you are dreaming of such things, 
it is the best way to start. 


Caranex, Oban, Argyll, tel: OS523 
258 

Camping for the Disabled 1991 — 
Britain costs £1 from Camping for 
the Disabled, 20 Burton Close, 
Dawley, Telford TF4 2BX 
Gordon Lamb Ltd, Nottingham, 
tel: 0602 663554 

Caravan and Camping Centre 
Telford, Shropshire, tel: 0952 
244500 

CI Caravans, Newmarket, tel: 
0638 663251 

Brooks Stairlifis, North Hykeham, 
Lincoln, tel: 0522 500288. 
Bromley Motor Caravans, 
Belvedere, Kent, tel: O81 311 3500 
Leisure Vehicles Conversions, 
Stainsby, Chesterfield, tel: 0246 
851454 

Continental Motor Caravans, 


Hythe, Kent, tel: 0303 261062 


The December issue of Camping and 
Caravanning has a seven-page 
feature for disabled readers. Free to 
Club members. Contact Michael 
Cazalet, tel: 0203 694995. 


STS Lord Nelson seen here under full 
sail manned by a crew of physically 
disabled and able-bodied people. 


STS LORD NELSON was specially built to be crewed by 
ABLE BODIED AND DISABLED ADULTS (16+) 
TOGETHER. She isa fine 50 metre SQUARE RIGGER and 
sails from ports all over the U.K. and Ireland on voyages 
from a weekend to a fortnight in length. 


Our 1991 VOYAGE PROGRAMME has been designed to 
offer a challenging voyage for everyone who cares to sail 
whether an experienced sailor or a novice, old or young, 

whether part of a group or individually. 


For DETAILS of voyages and an application form 
please contact: : 


JUBILEE SAILING TRUST 
Test Road, Eastern Docks, Southampton, SO1 1GG 
Telephone: 0703 — 631395 


Come 
and 
try 
Tall 
Ship 
Sailing 


ie CI Ml Oa 
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14 PERSON TO PERSON 


In this New Year column we are 
sharing hopes and aspirations 
rather than problems. 

[had planned to cover New 
Year resolutions, but several of 
the people whom I approached 
said that they never made 
resolutions because they always 
broke them during the first week 
in January! Others felt that 
resolutions that were shared did 
not materialise anyway. 

So, here are the 1991 
aspirations of eight people with 
disabilities — or with different 
abilities, if you prefer it that way. 

Itis interesting that, apart from 
Sam, who was not asked 
specifically about his personal 
goals for 1991, the others all have 
very un-disabled aims for the 
year ahead. 


* BILL, now in his early 70s, 
has retired from an active 
career. Although he has 
trouble with balance and 
walking, he drives his own car 
and gets out and about with 
his wife alot. During the 
coming months, he says, “I 
will be continuing to seek new 
horizons. There is always 
something new and exciting 
around the corner.” 


* SHIRLEY, in her mid-60s, 
started to live independently 
about ten years ago. 

This year she is determined 
“to try out more recipes in my 
new microwave oven. I’ve 
made some very tasty 
marmalade and it’s so easy in 
the micro. I wish I had bought 
one earlier —it’s marvellous!” 


* DOT is in her 50s. “My dad 
had a great influence on my 
life; he liked restoring old 
furniture and I have always 
been interested in the subject. 
In fact, since my accident four 
years ago which caused my 
head injury I have been 


Share Your Problems 


Happy new year! 
What’s your goal 


for 1991? 


exploring this subject with a 
view to taking it up. 
“Trecently went to a lecture 
about restoring old paintings 
which was wonderful and I 
know dad would have loved it. 
“T have so many memories 
of my childhood before the 
war but I have never written 
them down. My resolution for 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


Lin Berwick, DN’s tele- 
phone counseller, herself 
disabled, can give other 
disabled people and their 
carers advice and support 
on personal and spiritual 


problems. Talk to her on 
Monday afternoons, 1pm- 
5pm and Thursdays 6pm- 
10pm. Her telephone num- 
ber is (04024) 77582. 


This service is spon- 
sored by Kirton Health- 
care Group. 


the future is to write my 
memoirs of those early days in 
Bristol when happiness was a 
bar of Fry’s Five Boys 
chocolate and a ride on the 
open top ofa tram car.” 


* MARGARET is 46. She has 
two main aims for 1991. “Tam 
really going to get down to my 
church work and I hope to get 


back on to the Diocesan 
Synod. I think it’s very 
important for disabled people 
to be on church committees 
and to speak up loud and 
clear. 

“T would also love to go to 
the Conservative party 
conference and meet Mrs 
Thatcher.” (This was written 
before Margaret Thatcher 
resigned as Prime Minister. I 
wonder if John Major will 
have the same appeal.) 


* DAVID is going for gold! In 
his mid-30s, married, he has 
been a wheelchair user for 20 
years. 

He is on the staff ofa 
Remploy factory in London 
and is very active in his local 
church. “Every year I set 
myself different targets. This 
year I plan to find an able- 
bodied table tennis club 
where I can improve my 
standard of play so as to better 
my position in the national 
table tennis competition.” 


* TRACEY is in her 20s. She 
is a wheelchair user and has 
communication difficulties. 
She lives in her own flat with a 
carer. 

“Tam about to write a 
timetable for myself, with 
aims for me to achieve daily 
and monthly. There are many 


things that I like to do during 
the day, for example, writing 
my novel, reading and 
weaving on my new loom. I 
love doing all these things, but 
I tend to get absorbed and to 
spend more time on one than 
the others. So [hope my 
timetable will help me to sort 
out my days better.” 


* SIMON is also in his 20s 
and is a wheelchair user. “At 
work I want to have less in my 
in-tray and more in my done 
pile! Outside work, I want to 
finish all the books I’ve only 
half read. By the end of 1991 
I'd like to have been to Paris at 
least once and I'd also like to 
go to Vienna on the Orient 
Express. ma bit ofa “foodie” 
sold like to see at least three 
more new restaurants in 
London which are accessible. 


* SAM is in his mid-teens. 
His film was shown on the 
BBC’s recent Children in 
Need programme. 

He talked very realistically 
about his problems with cp 
and we saw him with his 
schoolfriends and out and 
about in the community. 

Sam/’s wish for the future is 
that “all disabled people will 
be integrated with everyone 
else. I know that attitudes will 
have to change and I hope that 
people will see that in spite of 
my physical and 
communication difficulties I 
am really avery ordinary 
teenager.” 


Avery happy new year to you all 
and I hope that the aspirations 
and unspoken resolutions of my 
contributors and of other readers 
will come true. 


Write to Margaret Morgan, c/o 
DN, 12 Park Crescent, London 
W1E 4EQ. 


THE 


POWELL 


INDEPENDENT .: 
DON'T PUSH IT \; 


Supplied in kit form and canbe 
simply fitted in 10 minutes 
converting your manual wheel 


facility. 
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ais 
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WL. 


SF 
Forward and reverse 


M@ Transmission braking. 


Ye 


cha 


ir to power with... .. 


Left or right-hand steering 
and power controls. 


Attendant or occupier 
power control. 


4-6 mile range. 
24 amp hr - 12v battery. 


Automatic battery charger. 


Wfleisure 
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The “ ‘bef Powell Independent” 
Wheel Chair Conversion Unit at £599.00 
Delivered free of charge in the British Isles. 


@ Battery state indicator. 


For more information and telephone 

order service, ring on our freephone link 

line 0800-262-503 or complete the 

coupon below and send to 

W S Leisure 

Roundwood Drive, Sherdley Park Industrial Estate, 
St. Helens, Merseyside WAQ 5JD. 


Name and address (in block letters please) 


@ Battery overload safety 
cut-out. 


@ Manual clutch release. 


@ Assembled or dismantled 
within 1 minute. 


, Name 
@ Automatic half speed ut en 
. . rr 
reduction when in reverse. Sih 
@ Variable speed control. Postcode 


This product is not manufactured by the Powell Seat Company of Derby. 


PROFILE 


Emma 
Nicholson 


During the Conservative 
leadership battle, one 
commentator described Emma 
Nicholson MP, one of the most 
prominent Heseltine supporters, 
as ““simpering.” If she does smile 
a lot, itis all part of the business 
of politics. For Ms Nicholson, 
above all, means business. 

She became an MP in 1987 
(Devon West and Torridge) and 
has risen rapidly through the 
ranks. For an ambitious, 
confident woman who is the 
wealthy daughter ofa baronet, 
this is fairly unremarkable. 

Yet her unremarkable “rise” 
had a remarkable start. 

She was born partially deaf yet 
her condition was not diagnosed 
until she was 16 and doing 
entrance exams for the Royal 
College of Music. 

Discovering her disability gave 
her a sense of “vast relief”. 

Instead of a musician she 
became a computer systems 
engineer. Then, as director of 
fundraising at Save the Children 
she watched funds rise from 
£3.5ma year to £42m. 

Now 49, she is said to work 18 
hours a day, six days a week. She 
is on the Commons’ employment 
committee, does not want quotas 
for disabled people, but is in 
favour of equal opportunities 
legislation. She is also chairman 
of Access for Disabled People in 
the Arts Today (ADAPT). 

It therefore comes as a 
surprise when she declares:“‘I 
don’t consider disability to be 
anything to do with me atall.” 

Her family’s attitude to her 
then unknown disability may 
explain her own. “For along 
while I didn’t have glasses 
because they were fearful that if] 
had glasses my eyes would 
degenerate further. The worst 
part of my life was in my teens 
when I neither had deaf aids nor 
glasses. Life was very tough then 
because | found communication 
well nigh impossible.” 

Being treated differently 
because of her disability 
infuriates her: “Some people 
over-compensate in a patriachal 
way that is humiliating. They 
speak to me very slowly and very 
carefully as if | were half-witted. 
The trouble is I want to hit them!” 

Emma Nicholson is nota 
“simperer.” If she smiles, it is 
because she is where she wants to 
be, doing what she wants to do. 
When the smile disappears it is 
because someone is using her 
disability to deny these things to 
her or others like her. 

Alison Rowat 


DN’s crossword wes ae 


Answers page 18 


ACROSS 


1 -- needs (7) 

5 Dull or colourless (4) 

7 Iserve sly imp (anag) 

8 Change -in church, by 

the sound of it (5) 

9 Painting, for example (3) 
11 Genius called Bert (8) 
12 Singer called Bob (5) 
15 Morning (2) 

16 Easy (6) 

19 Ate at midday (7) 

20 Record—- might 
have slipped (4) 

21 Playwright called 
Harold (6) 

22 Kingly (5) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 


1 -- Injuries Association (6) 

2 Deep sympathy (7) 

3 Might be rasperry 
ripple (3,5) 

4 Speech impediment (4) 

5 Guide ina different 
direction — or amuse (6) 

6 Author called Enid (6) 

9 Meat jelly (5) 

10 Enticing (8) 

13 Medical journal — you 
might do this to a boil (6) 

14 Flower (5) 

17 Be good at— employment 
agency for disabled 
people (5) 

18 Rip (4) 


Terry Wogan is 
pictured here taking a 
break from his thrice 
weekly TV chat show 
to dance with 11-year- 
old Claire Howden. 
He presented the 
young ballerina with 
the annual Dista 
award in November 
for her determination 
in overcoming 
arthritis. But can you 
think of a funnier 
explanation for the 
picture? Is she sizing 
him up for a haircut or 
wishing he danced 
like Rudolf Nureyev? 
And is he using her to 
test out his new 
underarm deodorant 
or practising fora 
part in a production of 
Sleeping Beauty? 
Answers please to 
Disability Now, 
address page 20, by 
10 January 1991. 


Rescued from the wreckage 


“Chewing gum, mate?” says a 
voice out of the dark. 

Chewing gum? For what in 
hell do I need chewing gum? I try 
hard to think and am genuinely 
fazed by this question. 

What I’ve done is take a mini 
off the M4 near Almondsbury 
rather suddenly at around 70 
mph in the middle of the night, 
hit an immovable object with the 
side of the car and carried on up 
the bank. 

Here I am now at the top, 
caught inside goodness knows 
what kind of wreckage, shaken, 
unhurt, but furious because 
there’s only one person to blame. 
Me. 

So I need chewing gum...’ 

“We'll give the gestapo a buzz, 
see,” says the voice. “Be along 
soon. And if you’ve been 
drinking...” 

It was a nice thought. Lorry 
drivers with gum in the first aid 
kit in case you had to fool the 
gestapo. 

The passenger door— 


somehow I’ve ended up on that 
side —is wrenched open, hands 
grip me under the arms, a big 
heave ho, and I’m out, upright in 
the cold wet darkness. 

Only one problem! My leg’s 
still in there somewhere, trapped 
under the steering wheel. And I 
don’t understand the silence 
which seems to be lasting a 
lifetime. 

Stupid, lost in a rage with 
myself, I don’t see the thing as 
they do. (“Is it too late? What 
have we done? Ambulance? Poor 
devil.”’) 

Then the spell gets broken. 
We don’t speak but somehow 
they get the message: it’s a 
dummy, a false leg, and what 
matters is to get it back on. 

Emergency blood transfusions 
or life saving techniques are 
beyond them but prosthetics is 
machinery, and this they can fix 
good enough to get me home. 
Machinery is something they can 
always fix. 


“Glasses,” says the second 


... NEWS QUIZ ANSWERS... 
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man and puts them on me. 
“They was by the road.” 

“Lucky,” says his friend, 
meaning my leg. “‘If it was real 
you’d have lost it.” 

They light cigarettes. I never 
see their faces and all I ever get to 
say to these dark angels is 
“thanks.” 

After thati it’s quick. The 
“gestapo" ’ arrive, kind, efficient, 
and we’re off to hospital by police 
battle wagon (me in shock) at well 
above a speed allowed to the rest 

of us. Not to worry but anti- 
tetanus and x-rays are routine 
though there’s nota scratch on 
me. 

Finally, there’s a highway 
authority bill for damage toa 
concrete milepost. “Dear Sir/ 
Madam,” it says, but by then ’'m 
back on the road. 

This was a long time ago but 
what stays with me about the 
episode is that it was so normal. 
Though badly disabled, I wasn’t 
any more thana person in 
trouble, a bit of a nuisance, to be 
helped. 

Which is as it should be but 
often isn’t. 

To the lorrymen I was an 
average ordinary idiot who runs 
out of road, busts up a car and 
might well be sloshed. ‘They were 
wrong about the bast bit but it 
was good to be given the chewing 
gum. 


Jeff Bell 


Create-a-caption 


Caption winner 
for December 


Thanks to all you royalty 
watchers who sent in caption 
entries last month. 

The winner of this month’s 
£5 prize is Stephen G White 
from the British Psychological 
Society in Leicester for 
“Princess Anne seen taking 
part in a competition to see 
how far the new invalidity 
benefit would go. The answer: 
not far.” 


oT 


...NEWS QUIZ... 


1. Who returned to Goodison 
Park to manage Everton FC? 

2. Which influential Daily Mail 
journalist died? 

3. Which of the three candidates 
for Prime Minister had a 
disability? 

4. How much money did Ralph 
Halpern get when he left as 
Burton group boss? 

5. Who wrote their 500th novel? 
6. How much did disabled 
people get in the yearly benefits 


uprating? 

7. Who decided that the working 
class still existed? 

8. Which televised fundraising 
event happened at the end of 
November? 

9. In what country did Lee Kuan 
Yew resign as Prime Minister 
after 31 years? 

10. In what country did Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki resign as Prime 
Minister after 15 months? 

For answers, see left. 
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Portability is the watchword for 
travellers. 

Alouette from the Helping 
Hand company is a portable 
folding commode with a pad- 
ded seat, back and lift up arms. 
Seat is 20 inch high. £78 (inc 


CHECKOUT 


p&p). Tel: 0531 5678. 
If you’re planning a holiday in 


INDEPENDENCE 


at the touch of a button 
with the THERAPOSTURE 


Fully Automatic 
Adjustable 
Bed. 


a 


HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 


SELECT COMFORT FROM A 
THOUSAND POSITIONS 
HEAD-UP- 


& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 


GET IN AND 
OUT EASILY 


READ-TV 7 FEET-UP ‘ i 
SUPPLIERS TO DHSS Sire aod 
& HEALTH AUTHORITIES DOWN, |: 


Telephone: (0985) 213440 
Send for a FREE BROCHURE 
THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 

FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
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‘al. IN 
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A 


AUTOMATIC 
SEAT LIFT 
CHAIR 


GENTLY. ™ 
ALSO THE 
AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 
FOR COMPLETE REST 


° Please tick (1]BEDS ([]CHAIRS DN1 
r) NAME 

a ADDRESS 

+ Tel 

v el: 


cooler climes (in other words, if 
youre off to somewhere in Bri- 
tain!) the Simplantex wheelchair 
poncho and muff will keep you 
snug while sightseeing. Poncho 
£14.99, Muff £39.50 (below). 
From Boots’ Independence in 
the Home catalogue, free from 
main stores. 

The SOS board is a portable 
sign designed by Tony Reynolds 
who is himself a wheelchair user. 
Recognised by emergency ser- 
vices, the basic version is £2.50, 
the collapsible version is £3.99, 


or try the light reflecting version 
at £2 extra. Basic Equipment, PO 
Box 100, Farnborough, Hants 
GU14 ONB. 

If you’ve got the kids cooped 
up in the caravan or trapped on 
the train failure to keep them 
amused spells danger! Keep 
them occupied with bingo from 
Nottingham Rehab, complete 
with 90 plastic numbers, bag, 48 
playing cards, covering pieces 
and check sheet. £6.48. Notting- 
ham Rehab, tel: 0602 452345. 


WHAT’S ON 
[TS 


Seminar for Occupational Therapists at British Telecom offices, 
81 Newgate St, London. 8 January. £50 (bursaries may be available). 
Contact Janice Casey, tel: 071-278 7042. 


Communication Day, a workshop at the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind, Great Portland St, London WI. January 12. £10. Details 
from Total Communication, tel: 081-769 8673. 


Signing in the Theatre, a 10 week training course on Monday even- 
ings, begins 14 January, at the London Bubble, 5 Elephant Lane, 
London SE16 4JD. £75. More information from Julie Batty, tel: 071- 
237 4434, fax: 071-231 2366. 


Principles of Organising a Multi-Dicsciplinary Service, a work- 
shop at Brunel University. 18 January. £75. Apply by 4 January to: Mrs 
M Hunt, Mental Handicap Services Unit, BIOSS, Brunel University, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 3PH, tel: (0895) 56461 ext 222. 


Aspects of Mobility for people with additional disabilities. 23 January 
in Birmingham. £55. Details: RNIB—-NMC, 1 The Square, 111 Broad 
St, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 14S, tel: 021-643 9912. 


Caring for Young Carers an awareness raising seminar. 25 January at 
the Atlantic Tower Hotel, Liverpool. £49. Contact Michelle Rasdall, 
Conference Organiser, tel: 071-226 2033. 


Working with Depressed Women. 26 January at the Women’s 
Therapy Centre, 6-9 Manor Gardens, London N7 6LA. Cost on a 
sliding scale, tel: 071-281 7879 for details. 


Demonstration of Equipment, Electronic Communication and En- 
vironmental Aids. Free. 14 February at Disabled Living Services, Red- 
bank House, 4 St Chad’s Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8QA, tel: 
Brenda Dickinson, 061-832 3678. 


Castle Priory 

Basic counselling skills. £199. 29 January-1 February. 

Profoundly handicapped children — teaching and management. 
£169. 1-3 February. 

Non residence charges and information: Castle Priory College, Thames Street, 
Wallingford, Oxon OX10 OHE (enclose SAE), tel: (0491) 37551. 


Make the most 
out of life 


» The Ultralight Express Wheelchair is propelled easily 
=~ and effortlessly, only 24 Ibs in weight. It folds up to a 
sa compact 11 inches for easy storage or transport. Designed for 
comfort it can be adjusted to match individual needs. The Express, 
made from aircraft aluminium, is built to last. 

It gives maximum stability to go where you want. The 
Express Wheelchair lets you get the most out of life. 
Hemiplegic models now available. 


We care 
more 


mE Ee ee ee ee 
Send this coupon off today for more information 
fi NAME: 


ADDRESS: is eee d 
f Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Wednesfield, DNI 4 


Wolverhampton WV 13 3AX. Tel: 0902 866166 SDN 
me Ee 2 eee 
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ACCOMMODATION 


BUDAPEST comfortable furnished flat 
to let. Self-contained. Gellert District — 
English spoken. Tel: (05394) 32241. 


NEWTON ELAN junior, rt hand con- 
trol. New batteries. Suit teenager, small 
adult. £400. Tel: (0562) 700216. 


FORD ESCORT ELITE Chairman 
1.6. Bought October ’89. Silver. 4,263 
miles. Electric belt to secure wheelchair. 
Dipping rear for easy access. Luxury 
motoring extras. Immaculate condition. 


£11,000. Tel: (0376) 26979/21772. 


WAYFARER ORTHOPEDIA power 
wheelchair, 3 years old. Excellent condi- 


tion. £1,250. Tel: (0376) 26979/21772. 


OPAL MANTA GT white sports car. 
Hatch-back automatic, B reg., Bekker 
hand controls. Low mileage. £2,600 ono. 
Tel: (0332) 516662 after 6pm (Derby). 


VOLVO 340 DL auto. C reg. Mint con- 
dition in and out. 23,000 miles, fsh, t and 
t. £4,000 ono. Tel: (0623) 659645. 


METRO CITY 1.0, 1986, C reg. Red. 
Adapted for passenger travelling in 
wheelchair. 32,000 miles. £3,000 ono. 
Tel: 081-859 5021, London SE9. 


BRAND NEW BEDCO contour bed, 
complete with matching cot side, natural 
beech. Any reasonable offer accepted. 
Tel: 081-560 0047 or 081-560 6106. 


MANGAR BATH LIFT and com- 
pressor. Less than 12 months old. £480 
ono. Tel: (0380) 86296. 


STANNAH SILVER RAIL stairlift. In- 
stalled July 1990 and never used. £750 
ono. Tel: 081-590 3260 ext 2016 (day- 
time). 


ALVEMA PUSHCHAIR (age 6-12+) 
red, table, sun canopy, excellent condi- 
tion, £300. Britax disabled child’s car seat 
(age 5-12+), £20. Orthokinetic bath 
chair, £25. Tel: (0763) 260854 (Roys- 


ton). 


EVEREST & JENNINGS Wayfarer. 
Used 4 times. Perfect. Cost new £3,800 
March ‘90. £2,400. Tel: (0268) 525201. 


BEC POWERED reclining chair. Back, 
footrest and arm rest all adjusting facili- 
tating easy sit stand movements. Excel- 
lent condition. Beige upholstery. £500. 
Tel: (0803) 882377. 


C REG RED FORD Escort van. 1,300 
cc. 17,000 miles on clock. Good condi- 
tion. Cost £4,500. Will accept £4,000 
ono. Tel: Mrs Blackwood (0224) 324597. 


VESSA POWER CHAIR left hand con- 
trol. Batteries and charger, very good 
condition. £400. Tel: (08833) 42692 
(Surrey). 


LOVELY BETA SCOOTER but bat- 
teries not working so greatly reduced 
£250! 2 years old. Tel: 021-384 1620. 


3 BEDROOM SEMI-detached house. 
Fully adapted for disabled people. Re- 
served parking. Lounge, newly fitted 
kitchen, bathroom and toilet and separate 
we. Full gas central heating. Wessex 
wheelchair lift from front room floor to 
major bedroom. Erith, Kent, near all 
amenities. Must be viewed to be appreci- 
ated. £74,000 ono. Tel: Dartford (0322) 
348575. 


A REG SUZUKI Vitara JLX auto 4 wd 
jeep. Worcester metallic blue. Executive 
pack — bekker hand controls. Under 
4,000 miles, 11,500 new, selling for 
10,000 ono. Tel: (0495) 308023 or 
303780. 


LANDROVER COUNTY ‘90. Reg- 
istered, May ‘89. 11,000 miles only. Con- 
verted to take wheelchair. “Ratcliff” elec- 
tric tail lift. Genuine reason for sale. Ex- 
cellent condition. £15,500 ono. Tel: 
(0623) 634437 after 6 pm. 


THERAPOSTURE AUTOMATIC 
bed. 2-3 years old but very little used so in 
excellent condition. Price new approx. 
£1,200. Will accept £600. Tel: (0344) 
23120. 


BEC B100 TARGA electric wheelchair 
with 16 in seat and kerb climber. Costing 
new £1,895 and only used a few times 
since purchase in July 1988. Everything 
in first class condition as new and offers 
over £1,000 will be considered. Tel: 
(0233) 621127. 


VESSA TRAVLA electric wheelchair 
complete with batteries, charger and 
accessories. Good condition. £500. Tel: 
081-801 2518. 


DUE TO BEREAVEMENT, Austin 
Metro Chairman. Ramps and clamps fit- 
ted. Nice clean condition. Only 47,000 
miles. £2,800. Tel: (0203) 329948 
(Nuneaton) 


CHAIRMAN WHITE METRO vehi- 
cle. Tinted windows. 26,000 miles. Im- 
maculate condition. 3 seats. £8,500. Tel: 
(0204) 52650. 


NEW 


os 


Send for full details 


CONCEPT 
IN 


The Mobile Prone Stander is a pre-ambulatory 
therapeutic device. The unique strapping system 
and contoured body support permits from 
0-100% weightbearing with optimal positioning. 


Rifton Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR 


Rifton 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


MOBILITY! 


MOBILE 
PRONE 


STANDER 


phone 
0580 880626 


Small ads: £3 a line (min. 
£9), billed after publica- 
tion. Tel: 071-636 5020. 


PROBLEMS SITTING UP in the bath? Need 
more Support in your chair? Try our Vacuum 
Support Cushions. Mould the cushion to 
your shape to be stable and comfortable 
Reshape again and again. Contact Vacuum 
Support Cushions, 32 Belle Vue Road, 
Exmouth, Devon EX8 3DN, tel: 0395 278016. 


DN’s subscription’s dept 
has moved. Phone them on 
071-383 4575 or 071-387 
NIPPI E REG. Less than 1,000 miles. 9571x282. 
Excellent condition. £1,100 ono. Tel: 
Tackley, Oxfordshire (086983) 726. 


MARKETABILITY TRAVEL SEAT 
passenger side, swivels and slides out of 
car door. VGC. £475 new. Will accept 
£150 ono. Fits most cars. Tel: (0992) 
767104. 


PARKERKNOLL Parker Care electric 
riser chair, rose-beige, excellent condi- 
tion. £750 ono. Tel: 051-428 5550. 


LOW START UP COST 
You can set up and operate 2 profit- 
able businesses from your own home. 
For free information send SAE to DN4, 
S. O’Shea, 28 Standmoor Road, 
Manchester M25 7PN. 


NEUROLOGICAL DISORDERS — 
Contact: 
F. Bondarenko dipPHYS, MCSP SR.P 
34 Birkdale Road, 
Ealing W5 1JZ 
(Phone: 081-998 9403) 


HERTFORDSHIRE COLLEGE OF 
ART & DESIGN, ST ALBANS 
well known for its Postgraduate Art 
Therapy programmes offers Foundation 
Courses in Art & Dramatherapy, starting 

in the evenings from 24 January 1991. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
scooters, battery cars. All makes, models 
wanted and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and collec- 
tions. Free advice. All areas. 

Contact Mr Gibbons 

Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime. 


BATRICAR. Almost new, used 6 times. 
£1,500 or near offer. Tel: (0403) 722575. 


PARRY UNIVERSAL hydraulic car top 
hoist and undersling. Excellent condi- 
tion. £250. Tel: (0554) 754233. 


BOOSTER TOWN AND COUNTRY 
Scooter. Cost new £1,250, been on the 
road 4 times, has not done 1 mile. £900 or 
near offer. Tel: 081-524 0151. 


Further information from the 
Short Course Unit, 7 Hatfield Road 


OAR BOSS AERA St Albans, Herts. Tel: 0727 45544 


have for sale a wide range of Second- 
hand Converted vehicles for transport- 
ing the wheelchair bound. Prices from 
£5,000, each car is checked, serviced 
and warranteed. For Full Colour Bro- 
chure please ring 0935-872603 or SAE 
to Brotherwood Automobility Limited, 
Station Approach, Yetminster, Sher- 
borne, Dorset DT9 6LH. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS mobility 
scooter. 18 months old, little used. £800 
or near offer. Tel: (0707) 266287. 


PASSPORTS AND 


VISAS WORLDWIDE 
ALL NATIONALS 
@ Has your passport expired? 
@ Need a visa to travel? 


ELVA DE LUXE “TWIN SPECIAL” 
SCOOTER in excellent condition, com- 
plete with front and rear baskets, walk- 
ing stick holders and battery charger. 
Only three years old. £650.00 o.n.o. 
Tel: 0638 (Newmarket) 721002 


CENTRAL 
MOBILITY 


Nearly new, battery cars, 


scooters and electric CONTACT US NOW 
wheelchairs, bought and FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN 2 NORTHDOWN STREET, LONDON Ni 9BG 
sold throughout the Hydro-pneumatic suspension (2 mins from Kings Cross station) 
country. which lowers rear end of vehicle to 
For further information els upeee i My 071 833 2709 
and advice contact us 12,000 miles. Colour: white. Excel- FE OT re OUI es 
anytime on e lent condition. — = Bea 


Tel: 0227 456021 


(e 0213666796 2) 
GBL SERVICES 


MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [Ali Types]) 

@ Bought and Sold 

@ Repairs, Services and Alterations 

@ Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 

@ Hiring Service Available 
@ Wheelchair Skills Coached 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 


OUR £10 FEE INCLUDES 
COLLECTION, + DELIVERY IN 
LONDON 071 DISTRICTS OR 
RETURN REGISTERED POST 
HANDLING AND VAT. 
EMBASSY FEES NOT INCLUDED. 
SEND THIS VOUCHER WITH YOUR 
APPLICATION TO OBTAIN THIS 
SPECIAL OFFER 


a< 


SENSE and the RAD are running an 
awareness course in deaf/blindness in 
the New Year. The course will take 
place in Clapham and will culminate in a 
CACDP assessment. For further details 
contact Kirsteen Coupar or Karen 
Duggan at SENSE on 071-278 1005. 


IMRA POZSONY 
Therapeutic Massage, 
Aromatherapy and Reflexology. 


For free initial consultation 
‘phone 081-203 6944 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


100 Midsummer Avenue, 
Hounslow, London TW4 5BB 
Tel: 081-742 1620 


The Ultimate 
Pushchair 


from Rainbow Rehab 
The ALVEMA 300 


The ALVEMA 300 is a pushchair which has been developed to allow the severely handicapped 
child to be moved comfortably. The depth, width and seat angles can be varied. 
The back, available with side supports, can be altered from an active sitting position 
toa recumbent, sleeping position. The Chair is available in sizes to fit from inf unc) 
to adolescence. One of the many advantages of this chair is that the 
child can sit facing the direction of movement, or alternatively, 
by repositioning the handle, can have visual cont ict with the 
person guiding the chair, The ALVEMA 300 offers the 
comfort and Cy 
reliability expected 
of the Alvema 
trademark. 


Ifyou would like to try 
an ALVEMA 300 for 
your special child, 
please call us today 

to arrange a 
demonstration. 


| Please send details of Alvema 300 


Name DN1 
| Address | 
Telephone No. 
| Rainbow Rehab, P.O. Box 546, Bournemouth BH8 SYD. 440202 3920651 


Sole distributor for @ALVEMA products | 
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HOLIDAYS 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holi- 
day in Britain or Overseas. Great fun and 
full care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Felloship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, London 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and heated 
— linen provided. Peaceful country set- 


The new and innovative disabled people's arts 
development service for the North West, require a 
Development Officer to work as part of a small 
team based in Liverpool. 


ye acl baf se 
Nori 
= f 
NQI! 
Wes Ul You will be involved in promoting and developing 
disability arts in the region, with particular reference 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 


ting for touring Exmoor, Dartmoor and 
Devon Coast. Brochure from South 
Coombe Farm, Witheridge, Tiverton, 


Advertisement Manager, 
Don Neal, 
Kingslea Press Limited, 


12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU 
Telephone: 
071-252 1362 

Fax: 071-237 8019 


Deadlines for February 
issue: booking by 18 
January, camera 

ready artwork/copy by 


N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully ad- 
apted for wheelchair use. Good access 
to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 
C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Special 5. Drab 
7. Impressively 8. Alter 9. Art 
11. Einstein 12. Dylan 15. AM 
16. Simple 19. Lunched 20. Disc 
21. Pinter 22. Regal 

DOWN: 1. Spinal 2. Empathy 
3. Ice Cream 4. Lisp 5. Divert 
6. Blyton 9. Aspic 10. Tempting 
13. Lancet 14. Tulip 17. Excel 


Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 860302. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 
Fully Accessible 
Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments — 
and Timeshare 
Brochure: Lynne James, 
7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 1JW 
(Tel: 051-339 5316) 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE holiday 
bungalows. Two luxury bungalows, 
purpose-built to accommodate wheel- 
chairs with stunning country views, 11/2 
miles from beautiful beaches. Fully 


23 January. 18. Tear 


EVER THOUGHT OF WORKING IN A LAW CENTRE? 


PLUMSTEAD COMMUNITY LAW CENTRE 


has a vacancy for: 


A SOLICITOR or BARRISTER 


to specialise in two of the following areas: 


equipped fitted kitchen with washing 
machine, tumble dryer, grill, built-in 
oven, microwave, hob, fridge. Large 
bathroom with handrails and special 
showerchair, three large bedrooms 
(bedblocks and monkey-pole available) 
sleeping up to six people. We have the 
“Tourism for All” symbol. For brochure: 
Hen Ysgol Holiday Homes, Rhoscolyn, 
Isle of Anglesey, LL65 2RQ. Tel: (0407) 
741593. 


Housing, Employment, Immigration, and Welfare Rights. 


The centre has acommitment to campaigning and policy work, and all 


workers are encouraged to become involved in local and national campaigns, 


within their specialist areas of work. 
Benefits of working at PCLC include: 


* £19,000 per annum (including London Weighting) (Pro Rata for Part-Time 


Workers); * 33 days annual leave; * Flexible working hours; 
* Generous parenthood leave; * 35 hours per week 
(time offin lieu taken for time worked over these hours); * Relaxed 


working environment; * Working in acollective; * All workers paid on parity; 


* Positively working towards equal opportunities. 
Newly qualified Solicitors or Barristers welcome to apply. 


For more information and an application form please phone 
081-855 9817 or write to: Plumstead Community Law Centre 
105 Plumstead High Street, London SE181SB. 


Closing date for completed applications: February 1st 1991. 


In line with our equal opportunities policy, we welcome applications from all 
members of the community. The centre is wheelchair accessible. Part Time 
workers and Job Sharers welcome to apply. 


C.£11,500 


PROJECT MANAGER 
required by the Holiday Care Ser- 
vice, to take control of HOLIDAY 
HELPERS — a scheme which finds 
volunteers to accompany disabled 
people on independent holidays. 


If you have excellent communica- 
tion skills, good all-round adminis- 
tration and organisational ability, 
can work on your own initiative and 
are happy in a non-smoking Office, 
we want to hear from you. 


Please send c.v. to: Nicky Ness, 
Holiday Care Service, 2 Old 
Bank Chambers, Station Road, 
Horley, Surrey RH6 9HW. 


Regrettably, our offices are not 
accessible to people who use 
wheelchairs. 


Move ahead to Bedford... 


PART TIME ACCESS OFFICER 
(Ref: PD/81) 
Salary Range £9,567 — £11,132 p.a. 


The Council is committed to helping make the built 
environmentin the Borough more accessible for the 
disabled. 


As our Access Officer you will be responsible for 
identifying the main access problems and priorities and, 
through your persuasiveness and energy, ensuring that 
your ideas are put into practice. 


You should have sound knowledge of building 
structures (including plan reading skills and familiarity 
with technical terms), have a direct awareness of 
practical access issues and the communication skills 
necessary to secure results. 


This is a part time appointment, 25 hours per week, the 
actual hours and days worked (which will involve 
occasional attendance at evening meetings) are 
negotiable. Disabled persons, who think they may have 
the above skills are encouraged to apply, although final 
appointment will be on merit. 


The post offers considerable job satisfaction and scope 
for initiative. 


Further details and an Application Form available 
from the Personnel Department, Town Hall, Bedford 
MK40 1SJ. Telephone No. (0234) 267422, Ext 167. 


Closing Date: 14th January, 1991. 


North 


FIRST CLASS 
EMPLOYMENT 
PACKAGE 


competitive salary 
performance payments 


excellent relocation 
package 


professional subscription 
paid 


subsidised meals and free 
car parking 


flexitime working 
free life assurance cover 


good working conditions 


2 Ee 
Bedfordshire soroucncouncu 


At this Council all jobs are open to the whole community, including all races, 


both sexes and people with disabilities. 


NORTH BEDFORDSHIRE AIMING FOR EQUALITY AT WORK 
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e ey) SRO Heae 
D | Sel 0) | | | ( to Merseyside. Duties will include: organising arts/ 
a training initiatives (eg. projects, festivals, perfor- 
ny mances); policy development; liaison and outreach 
tale S work; documentation and fundraising. 
You should have a sound knowledge of disability 
‘a An issues and experience (paid or voluntary) of working 
Fo IF [U LAA] in the arts. 
ONLY DISABLED PEOPLE NEED APPLY. 
Salary: £12,747 (Scale 6) 

Send an SAE for application forms and further details (also available on tape) to: 
John Chell, Merseyside Arts, Graphic House, Duke Street, Liverpool L1 4JR 
Closing date: Friday 25th January. Interviews: Monday 4th February. 
NWDAF's office is wheelchair accessible. 

This is a Re-advertisement. Previous applicants need not apply. 


HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM ACTION FOR DISABILITY 


(H.A.F.A.D.) 
Is Seeking A Part Time 


COORDINATOR 


With good management skills and a clear understanding of disability issues 
to help develop this campaigning borough association. 


Salary P.O.1 scale 33-36 pro rata 18 hrs. per week. £8868-£9271 
(incl. L.W.). 


This post is only open to disabled people 
Closing date 1st February 1991. 
H.A.F.A.D. is an equal opportunities employer. 


For further details and an application form (available in braille and on tape) 
please contact: 


Lesley Pugh 
Administrator, H.A.F.A.D., 
1 Mund Street, London W14 9LY 
Telephone: 071-385 2156 


ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CENTRE 


ADVISER FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY 


Applications are invited from practising Roman Catholics for this post, 
working as amember of the Team of the Christian Education Centre which 
services parishes and schools in the diocese. 


Applicants should be professionally qualified, have some experience of 
working with people with disabilities and knowledge of agencies and 
organisations working in the field. They will be responsible for developing the 
service already offered by the diocese, raising awareness of issues related to 
disability, and be able to offer advice about appropriate catechesis. 


Ability to work as amember of acollaborative team is essential. This post will 
involve a lot of travel covering all of South London and Kent. 


Salary negotiable up to £13,500 including London Weighting Allowance, 
plus travel expenses. This post is for a3 year tenure, at the end of which 
it will be reviewed. People with disabilities are encouraged to apply. 

For job description and application form, apply to Fr. Tom McHugh, 
Direcior Christian Education Centre, 21 Tooting Bec Road, London 
SW17 8BS. 


Closing date for applications 31st January 1991. Charity No. 235468. 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND GRANTS OFFICE 


This post is in the Economic Development and Grants office and is part ofa 
team responsible for implementing a programme to support the voluntary 
sector and to foster economic regeneration and create employment through 
a wide range of training, enterprise and employment initiatives. 


Project Officer for 


People with Disabilities 
PO2 (Plus London Weighting & Relocation Expenses) 


This post is responsible for: 

— Improving the employment and training opportunities available for people 
with disabilities or suffering mental ill health. 

— Working with local employers to encourage the employment of people 
with disabilities. 

— Developing new projects and ensuring resources are appropriately 
directed. 

The person appointed will be expected to have at least two years work ex- 

perience, preferably in a relevant or related field. Previous work involving 

people with disabilities and the private sector, voluntary organisations or 

government agencies would be an advantage as would knowledge of train- 

ing schemes and public sector funding regimes. You will need to demon- 

strate a proven ability to implement policies and programmes. A relevant 

qualification is desirable at degree or equivalent level. You must be a good 

communicator and be capable of forming effective working relationships 

with local communities, local firms, voluntary organisations and other exter- 

nal agencies. 


If you are interested in helping the Council build on its previous successes in 
these fields please contact Jeff Bartley 081-871 7598 for an informal chat or 
contact 081-871 7592 for an information pack and application form. 


Application forms from:- Director of Finance, Town Hall, London 
SW18 2PU. Tel: 081-871 7592 quoting ref: A231. 


Closing date: 14th January 1991. 


Wandsworth 


The Council as an Equal Opportunity Employer 
welcomes applications regardless of race, colour, 
nationality, ethnic origin; sex, marital status, disability 
or.age. All applications are considered on the basis of 
their merits and abilities for the job 
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"OPEN ACCESS' TO JOBS 


As the largest City Council in the country and by far the biggest employer in 
Birmingham, we employ over 50,000 people, and regularly have a number of 
vacancies of all types and at all levels - manual, craft, office, technical and 
managerial. 

The present make-up of our workforce does not reflect the community it serves. 
In order to help us change this, we particularly welcome more job applications from 
women and men with disabilities, who are under-represented in many areas of 


work. 

p Interested?... then make sure you see our weekly Job Search’ which lists all of 
eae: peor porierse sar range of people with a variety of skills. And we need te our current vacancies. It can be seen at all Job Centres, Neighbourhood Offices, 
additional sta inallareas of the organisation so that we can continue to improve the . ° . . “ ; R “ 
services we provide for local people. We have regular vacancies for staff in each < most Public Libraries and Recreation and Community Services establishments in 


department, from Social Services to Finance, and work opportunities range from 
managerial and technical staff to administrators, clerical workers and qualified 
professionals. If you are interested in finding out more about a career with one of the 

most innovative Local Councils in the capital, complete the coupon and we will send youa 
copy of our weekly vacancy bulletin which contains details of all jobs available and howto 
apply. 

Hackney is serious about Equal Opportunities. All applications for jobs are considered 

on merit, with equal opportunities for women, black and ethnic minorities, lesbians and gay 
men and people with disabilities. Job share applications are welcomed with or without a 
partner. 

Drop into our job shop at the Town Hall and look around or return the coupon, to: The 
Recruitment Office, Town Hall, Mare Street, London E8 1EA or telephone 081-986 3123 

ext 321] or 3215 (24 hour answering service) 


| plier cada nears tre eee 


Birmingham. You can also obtain Job Search’ by ‘phoning 021-235 3852 during 
office hours. Selected vacancies also appear in every Thursday's Birmingham 
Evening Mail. 


4 Birmingham City Council 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 


sexuality or disability 


Job Sharers welcome, no partner necessary 


Please send me your weekly vacancy bulletin : 


INGIe Ferenc centr nevatt stone teltissaecsnat 
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(HACKNEY COUNCIL 
NV Working for local people 


SALFORD LAW CENTRE 


welcomes applications for the post of 


HOUSING SOLICITOR 
(3 YEAR) — 35 hr/pw 


Experience of housing work is desirable, and the successful candidate must 
have three practising certificates or the ability to secure a Law Society waiver. 


gee Se 


DISABILITY EQUALITY TRAINER 


To join this small educational charity in developing innovative approaches to train- 
ing in equal opportunities for disabled people. Proven experience of training in this 
area is necessary. Salary £12760 pa: contract for one year, renewable subject to 
funding. Only disabled people need apply. Closing date 23rd January 1991. 
Interviews early February. Ke 

Further details available from IDEA, William House, 101 Eden Vale Road, So. A: 
Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3QF. Tel: 0373 827635. a 3 : 

IDEA is working towards being an equal opportunities employer. “ova wt 


WORTHING, LITTLEHAMPTON & DISTRICT SPASTICS SOCIETY 
CENTRE MANAGER 
FOR DAY TRAINING AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
FOR CEREBRAL PALSIED MEN AND WOMEN 
Salary £13,000/£13,500 according to qualifications and experience. 
Pension scheme provided and good holidays. 

You will be required to supervise a staff group and should have experience in 
administration, management and supervision and the ability to motivate both staff and 
volunteers. 

Please apply in writing with full particulars of career to date to:- Cllr. S.C. Elliott, 
Chairman, Worthing & Littlehampton Spastics Society, Fitzalan Howard Centre, 
Pavilion Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN14 7EF. 


Strathcona Theatre Company 
A unique theatre company of people with 
learning difficulties requires 


2 PART TIME DIRECTOR/ADMINISTRATORS 
Salary £5,885 basic per annum (17 hour week) 

This well established Company is seeking to replace its two founding directors. We 

are looking for two enthusiastic and creative people who have specialist skills and/ 

or experience in: devising drama workshops and theatre productions; fundraising 

and general administration. Applicants must be sensitive to the differing needs of 

company members, to ensure their continuing role in the development of Strathcona 

Theatre Company. 

Aclean driving licence is essential. 

Closing date: 25th January 1991. 

For an information pack and application form please contact Strathcona 

Theatre Company, 1 Heathfield Park, London NW2 5JE (081-451 7419 — 

24 hour ansaphone). 

Strathcona is an equal opportunities employer. 


Our work seeks to promote equality of opportunity and to fight oppression. 
Staff are expected to develop a range of approaches and methods of work, and 
to make the Law Centre more accessible. 


Applicants with the ability to communicate in one or more of the languages 


spoken within the black and ethnic communities of Salford are welcomed. 


Salary: £15,519 (pay parity scheme in operation). Leave entitlement: 
30 days annually in addition to statutory holidays. Removal expenses 
allowance payable. The post is open to job share. 


Closing date: 31st January 1991. Interview date: 9th February 1991. 


For application forms and further details, please contact: 


Salford Law Centre 
498 Liverpool Street, Salford M6 5QZ 


Tel: 061-736 3116. 


Applications are invited irrespective of gender, race, sexuality, age, disability or religious belief. 


Fairness, 
Impartiality, 
Honesty 


All things for which the BBC is known. And to which we've added 
Equality of Opportunity. 

To help ensure that people with disabilities know what's on offer, 
the BBC are now publishing weekly details of all vacancies open to 
the public. If you would like a regular copy, please write (quote ref 

6427/DI) to BBC Equal Opportunities, Room 418, Henry Wood 
House, 3-6 Langham Place, London WIA IAA. 


E [i fate | Current vacancies can also be 
Ee Caasibs | seen on CEEFAX page 696. 


BIBI C| 


We are an equal opportunities employer 
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Deaf children’s 
needs ignored 


Thousands of children born deaf 


in Britain do not have their con- 
dition diagnosed until it is too 
late, causing unnecessary 
anguish and damage, according 
to a new report. 

A survey by the National Deaf 
Children’s Society (NDCS), 
published in December, esti- 
mated that up to a third of Bri- 
tain’s 10,090 children born deaf 
do not have their conditions di- 
agnosed until they are between 
two and six years old. 

Late diagnosis means children 
do not pick up language naturally 
and struggle to speak. 

The survey of 250 parents 
concluded: “There has scarcely 
been any improvement in the 
proportion of deaf children de- 
tected in the first six months in 
the last 18 years.” 

Parents claimed that doctors 
and health visitors were too ready 
to believe there was nothing 
wrong with their children and 
tried to dismiss them as “‘diffi- 
cult” or “lazy.” 

Despite the availability of new 
diagnostic techiques, many doc- 
tors are still using “primitive” 
tests. 

One parent told the resear- 
chers: ‘‘(The doctor) kicked the 
table, told me she had heard that, 
and sent me away.” 


The NDCS wants: 
@ more doctors to start taking 
parents seriously 
@ parents to have open access to 
specialist audiology clinics 
@ regular screening and check- 
ups, especially of at-risk children 
@ special hearing assessment 
centres in every district health 
authority 
@ more research into deafness in 
children 


Audiology Services. for Children, 
National Deaf Children’s Soctety, 
45 Hereford Road, London W2 
SAH. 


* Three innovative schemes for 
deaf and deaf/blind people got a 
£302,680 boost from the Goy- 
ernment in November. Special 
projects will be set up in London 
and Bradford to “reach out” to 
deaf people from ethnic com- 
munities. Expert support for 
deaf/blind people and _ their 
families will be developed furth- 
er. And an existing citizen 
advocacy scheme which trains 
deaf people to advocate for 
others will continue. 

The money, spread over three 
years, will be jointly administered 
by the Royal National Institute 
for the Deaf and the Department 
of Health. 


Helen Grigorenko throwing away her old aluminium leg after 
becoming the first Soviet woman to get an Endolite leg from John 
Shorter, technical director at Blatchford & Sons Ltd. 


Society gets awards 


The Spastics Society has won 
awards for using new technology 
and for training people with 
special needs. 

The magazine Social Work 
Today has given an award to staff 
at the Daresbury Hall residential 
centre in Cheshire. Its “Life- 
styles Unlimited” team helps 


disabled people use new tech- 
nology for communication, learn- 
ing and environmental control. 

The Society’s Beaumont Col- 
lege in Lancaster got an award 
from the Government-run ‘Train- 
ing Agency for training its 
students in independent living 
skills. 


Job shop 


opens up 


Unemployed disabled people in 
London now have a new inte- 
grated job agency which is trying 
to sidestep employers’ negative 
views of disability. 

Excel employment agency in 
Hornsey, North London, gives 
people a “job coach” who will 
look for a job for them, find out 
whether the person can do it and 
how they would get there, and 
accompany them for up to 13 
weeks when they start. 

The agency has been spon- 
sored by companies including the 
Post Office, British Petroleum, 
the Brook Street Bureau and 
Barclays Bank. But it still needs 
two thirds of the £200,000 cost of 
the first year. It aims to eventually 
get 70 per cent of its income from 
employers. 

“If you are funded by social 
services, somehow that projects a 
negative image,” said develop- 
ment officer Sharon Hodson. 
“Employers see you in a caring 
role”. 

Excel is not using sheltered 
placements or specialist em- 
ployers such as Remploy. 

Director Deborah Steele, who 
has dyslexia, wants to recruit 50 
per cent disabled staff. The 
offices are wheelchair accessible. 


Excel, 2 High Street, Hornsey Lon- 
don N& 7PD, tel: 081-348 8141. 
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